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without a government, I should unhesitatingly choose the latter.” —1homas jeffcrson
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The real CHS holds legacy of excellence

Wsrors.
report-

ing the terri-
ble tragedy
at Columbine
High School,
some people
seem o have
forgotten the
true essence
of what CHS was, is and always will
be. Despite some people’s impres-
sion, expensive cars do not fill the
student lots and students do not
sport designer clothes every day.

A typical student records his or
her homework assignments and
responsibilities for the day in a
student planner with the CHS Rebel
mascot displayed on the
Many students scribble an agenda
of club activities. CHSsponsors
numerous clubs including the Art
Club, Key Club, National Honor
Society, Unity in Action and Future
Business Leaders of America.

The music program at CHScon-
tinually draws huge numbers of
students to participate not only in
choir classes, but the annual musi-
cal. This year, students performed
Oklahoma! in two casts because so
many wished to participate.
Younger students from neighboring
clementary schools and the local
middle school joined the Concert
Choir in an area music festival. The
band travels to other states and
competes, representing CHS with
dignity and pride.
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photo by Christine Markert

that
20,

events
April

the
since
1999, the media has been covering

hroughout

Tunfoldcd
all aspects of the crisis. The
reporters, satellite trucks, cameras
and microphonecs camped out in
Clement Park for days, almost
weeks. From the first news of the
events at Columbine to the day stu-
dents went back to school for the
first time in almost two weeks, and
even still as the investigation con-
tinues, the media has been trying to
get information from this communi-
ty to the rest of the world.

1, as a writer for this newspaper,
feel that I can feel both sides of the
camera, from both the students and
the reporters’ point of view. The
sides can be very different at times,

We as students, from the first,
saw reporters as annoyances. They
tried to interview any student or
tcacher they could get their hands
on. They took pictures of the
wounded, both physically and cmo-
tionally, seemingly without regard

to the subject’s feelings, In the
days just after the 20th of April,
)

The forensics team had an excep-
tional showing in competitions this
year and some members represented
CHS in the national competition.
The debate team also demonstrates
great discussion and rhetorical
skills as the members strive to rep-
resent CHS well in all competitions.

The publications groups regular-
ly bring words of advice, hope,
laughter, news and comfort to
everyone. The newspaper staff
works the entire year to produce a
quality depiction of the students,
faculty and the year's events. The
literary magazine publishes heart-
felt, humorous and thoughtful
poems, short stories and artwork
written and created by students.

The vast majority is hard-work-
ing and students motivate them-
selves to dedicate hours of energy to
schoolwork, school-related and
extracurricular activities. Many
students manage to complete
assignments while yurking at an
after-school job where they earn
money for car upkeep, insurance,
clothes and school dances.

Even in the hustle of a busy
teenage life, many students carn
extremely high grades. There are
many candidates for valedictorian
and a number of other seniors in
high academic standing. This year
CHS boasted three National Merit
Finalists and at least one became a
National Merit Scholar.

The athletic talent at CHS is
amazing. The sports teams exhibit-
ed great sportsmanship and skill at

all of the events around the state.
Many teams presented the school
with trophies and banners for their
triumphs in lcague and state tour-
naments.

There is strength both inside the
walls of CHS and outside in the com-
munity, where CHS students make a
big impact on others. Many stu-
dents volunteer at local hospitals
and charities to help strengthen
and better the community, state,
country and even the world.

The faculty and administration
provides lcadership, understand-
ing, counsel and support to stu-
dents.  Teachers attend concerts
and cvents, and spend hours help-
ing students in need of extra assis-
tance. Some faculty members spon-
sor clubs and others coach athlet-
ics. Some tcachers cven give stu-
dents their home telephone num-
bers to call if they get into trouble
and they need help. The hcarts of
the faculty members hold deep com-
passion for students.

Besides all of these wonderful
achicvements, the main theme that
runs through the halls of CHS is
unity. As in any high school, there
are groups of people who mainly
spend time with particular sets of
friends.  However, gencral cama-
raderie in classes and in extracur-
ricular activities is prevalent.
Often students say “hello” to people
with whom they normally would not
spend extra time. Students meet
new people and make friends every
time they sit near another person in

The two sides of the med

they wanted pictures of Rachel
Scott’s car, a place where students

_had laid flowers and letters, but

also a place where students were
consoling each other and crying.
The students there were very
adamant about keeping cameras off
of them, for good reason. That was
one of the few places they wished to
be in private. Cameramen tried to
get pictures, but there were stu-
dents asking if not forcing them to
back off.

The media scemed everywhere
until just about the day after we
started back to school. They were at
the churches for memorials, at Red
Rocks, everywhere. There were even
satellite trucks on Simms the day
we started back to school, and as
students walked from Chatfield to
their cars in the ncighborhoods
across the street, reporters tried to
ask questions. The media saw this
differently. This was an cvent that
was a huge shock to the whole nation
if not the world. Pcople outside the
area wanted, cven neceded, to know
what happened, what caused this,
what can be done and how can they
help. | was taught that in literature
from around the world, one of the
biggest themes is the way people
recover from traumatic events,
Many stories have this same theme
of physical and cmotional survival,
This is what the media is trying to
get at. People want to know how we
are surviving.

A representative of the National
Public Radio interviewed me. She
caught me outside of Red Rocks on
Sunday and askcd my fecelings on
going back to school that next day. |
thought ‘Oh great, another
reporter.”’ My family and |
answercd a few questions there and
she was very nice about it. On
Monday morning she called me at
home, asking if she could ask a few
morc questions just before I went to
school. Isaid | would not mind, and
she joined me at my house just
before Ileft. She was very interest-
cd in my being a writer for the
school newspaper, because we hap-
pen to be in the same field. 1
answered more questions, mostly
about my opinions and views of the
whole situation,

As we started to wrap things up
she mentioned that her editors in
Washington, D.C. were trying to get
a somcwhat happy cnding to the
whole tragedy. She stated she's
received calls asking how the stu-
dents are dealing with the pain, and
really how this is all going to be
resolved in the near future,

I stopped myself, and thought
that this is really more than ‘Just
the facts.” This story she was put-
ting together was more about how we
as students and as victims of this
tragedy were going to go on with our
lives after such an event. This was
something people nceded to hear to
more or less close things up for

g9

R
L

a class or at an event.

At pep rallies and assemblies tp,
different classes unite in goog.
natured contests to try to proye
their class is the best by shﬂuling
their pride. Then the student body
as a whole proclaims its unity by
responding to “We are” with the
word “Columbine.” This often
brings tcars to many because the
family fecling between nearly 2,000

students surfaces through the
chant. *
Principal Frank DcAngelis

always says to his students that he
believes CHS to be the finest high
school in the state of Colorado. His
students continually exemplify
this and will for years to come. |In
this terrible tragedy, CHS as a
whole united even more. CHS wil|
remember this horrific event, but
CHS will also survive.

— Pam Glazner

Class of 1999

Photo by Christine Markers

ia’s cameras

themsclves. If the story or any of
those types of storics were not
aired, there could have been more
qucstions, more worrying and more
unrest in the world, If they could
not find out how we arc dealing with
it, how would thcy know wc cven
are? How will they know how to deal
with some tragic event such as this
in the future?

As it happened, the story was
aircd on Tuesday morning, around
the nation. Pcople from Ohio and
Washington called me telling that
they hcard mc on the radio. They
were happy to hecar a nicc story
such as that. And it really proved
my point. It’s not that we should
forget any of thc happenings. Far
from it, but people have to move on
to new things, and get this wrapped
up for them.

The media is not so much a prod-
uct of itself, but a product of the
information socicty we live in.
Pcople want to know whatever they
can know, and they look to ncwspa-
per, the radio, the television and,
increasingly often, the Internet for
their information.

— Justin Hart
Class of 2000

Fromt page:
“designed by Carly Witt and Justin Herl

*photographs by Mollie Weksler, and

5y of CSH photographers Jessica

Canfield, Brittany McCormack, and
Brandon Spector




The Courier

May 25, 1999~Page 3

In Loving Memory

Cassie Bernall

“Cassie hag changed the

world with her death, but
she changed me with her
life.”

— Junior Amanda Meyer

* Birthday: November 6, 1981
* Grade: Junjor

" Interesting facts: went to youth
group four or five times a week

* Hobbics and interests: Columbine
Bible club, youth group and Bible
study activities at West Bowles
Community Church, photography

- o s e M
i o St aCkm;wlc.d r “mand'a Meyer only has pln.isc

b ges, “Cassic was the most beautiful
person I've ever known. Sure, she always looked beautiful with her
big, beautiful smilc and her long blonde hair. But Cassic was more.
On the inside she was so loving, so patient, so caring and kind. She
was sclfless and loyal.”

Cassie wanted to cut her long hair to donate to make wigs for chil-
dren undergoing chemotherapy. This is just onc example of Cassic’s
kindness and love for others.

Her father, Brad Bernall, reminisces, “The day she was born, the
day I saw her come into this world that second I was a changed man.”
Her mother, Misty Bernall, praises, “Her bravery, her compassion,
her loyalty, her heart, her faith is my hope.”

Mecyer describes Cassic’s faith when she comments, [Cassie] loved
Jesus, her Savior, with all her heart, and she was willing to do any-
thing for Him.”

Cassic’s positive attitude and enduring faith live on. Meyer proves
this when she says, “Cassic has changed the world with her death, but
she changed me with her life.” . e

Steven Cur‘now “Steve Curnow had a huge
heart, big smile, and tons
of friends.”

— Freshman Kara

Barnstable

« Birthday: August 28, 1984

+ Gradc: Freshman

« Interesting facts: memorized the
Star Wars movics, his father
helped train him for a soccer ref-
crec position

. Hobbics and interests: soccer,

wanted to fly Navy F-16s, any-
thing to do with Star Wars /

Kara Barnstable describes Steve Curnow as having “a huge
Shc adds that he “showed kind-

Freshman
hcart, big smilc, and tons of fricnds.”
Barnstable remembers onc special story about
Onc day Steve brought a
hool and let Barnstable borrow the toy
w how much she liked the lizard, hc gave
Barnstable admits that she still has “that

ness towards others.”
Steve from their sixth grade days togcther.
glow-in-lhc-dark lizard to sc
for about a week. When he sa
the toy to her as a gift.
lizard to this day.” ?

People writes that Steve was a huge fan of Star Wars and was excit-
cd about the latest movic in the serics, Episode 1— The Phantom
Menace. Steve had memorized and could recite the lines from all of
the previous Star Wars movics.

Steve’s uncle, Richard Brandenburger, commented in People that
Steve collected the Star Wars “books, watched all the movics and had
all the video games.”

Soccer was a pastime that Steve enjoyed and Barnstable explains
that Steve wanted to play for the Columbine team and eventually go to
lhs lerId Cup.

Corey DePooter

“N“rCorey] toved life, and
he loved others. Corey
put other people above
himself. . .”

— Junior Brandon Little

« Birthday: March 3, 1982 ;
* Grade: Junior

+ Interesting facts: member of
the Columbine cross country
tcam

* Hobbies: hiking, hunting,

ot

camping and fishing

Junior Brandon Little has known Corey since they were in kinder-
garten, He states that “he [Corey] was a greal person, hard worker,
and kind at heart,” Little adds that Corey “loved life, and he loved
others, Corey put other people above himself, and would go out of his
way to cheer somconc up when they were down.”

Corey enjoyed outdoor activities, and Little describes him as “a
truc outdoorsman.” His adventures included hiking, hunting, camping
and fishing. Little comments, “] was lucky enough to go on some of
thosc trips with him, and cven luckier to have him as a friend.”
Language arts teacher Kiki Leyba recollects, “I will always remem-
b‘cg the glimmer. in his eye and smilg on his face and that- white hat
pushed up on his head.” A e

People writes that Corey was planiiing to go to the bank on April 20
to get a loan for a used car he wanted. He was in the library that day
to keep up his grades which was a stipulation his dad, Neal DePooter,

put on him for getting his car.

Kelly Flemming

“She was an angel
on Earth.”
— Don Fleming

« Birthday: January 6, 1983
* Gradc: Sophomore

* Interesting facts: in the
process of writing her autobiog-
raphy, author of many stories,
pocms and songs, rccently over-
came her shyness

* Hobbics and interests: writing

“She was an angel on Earth,” exclaims Didi Fleming, Kelly’s mother
in the Rocky Mountain News: Kelly was an angel at Columbine, and
she will remain an angel of Columbine for the rest of time. Don
Fleming, Kelly’s father, states in a recent Oprahinterview, “She was
just a beautiful little girl with a heart of gold and loved cverybody.”

One of Kelly’s favorite things was writing. Her works, which she
often sharcd with her parents, varicd from storics to poems and
songs. Her goals included getting one of these works published so she
could share a picce of herself with the world.

Kelly and her family moved to Littleton only a year and a half ago.
She met new friends, which changed her. “Kelly was always kind of
shy and reserved and to herself and a small group of friends,”
explains Don Fleming. “And then onc day, a couple months ago, shz?
came home-and said, Mom and Dad, ljus.t want you to know I'm not shy
anymore.” \ {

Although Kelly was shy for sometime, she was a girl of true kind-
ness. Her math teacher, Jud Blatchford, adds in the Rocky Mountain
News, “She was one of the kindest students [ ever had.” Kelly was
kind to all of Columbine, and alt-of Columbine will remember her for-

ever.
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Sophomore Matthew Kechter was, as Sophomore Lindscy Smith recalls, “a really big
sweetheart.” Friend and fellow sophomore Daniel Gonzalez remembers Matt, saying, “
“he never took anything for granted.” As the overwhelming majority of Matt’s fricnds
and classmates recount memories, he was truly a man of integrity

According to Gonzalez and Zach Rouzi, Matt had many hobbics and passions. Matt was
a sports fan and enjoyed bascball, wrestling and football, his favorite sport. Ken
Griffey, Jr. and “Stone Cold Steve Austin” were some of his favorite sports-stars. The
New England Patriots and the Denver Broncos were his two favorite football teams. Matt
also cnjoyed skiing and working on his car.

He held a job at Nick ‘N* Willy's Pizza and “every dollar he carned,” according to
Gonzalez “he spent on his car.” Matt loved Chevy trucks but did not like Fords.

As his friends recount his extraordinary personality, Matt is remembered as an
extremely well rounded student. He was very smart and often carncd straight-A’s
?vhilc he held position as an offensive lineman on the varsiy football team, but these
impressive traits were not the most important to his friends.

“He was very polite to everybody,” Gonzalez and Rouzi agree. Smith concurs, stating,
“he treated people with respect.” Sophomore John Husband agrecs that Matt was a car-
ing, diligent person when he comments, “[Matt] was a good friend who always did his
work and was ncver mcan to anyone.”

Sophomore Craig Scott comments, “[Matt] was real kind and no matter what you said
to him he would laugh.” Hc adds, “«He was likc a great big teddy bear.”

Matt’s classmates, friends and teachers all agree that his integrity was completely
intact, on and off the ficld. Gonzalcz says that Matt aspired to be an cngincer.

Matthew Kechter

«“He never took
anything for
granted.”

— Sophomore
Greg Gonzalez

« Birthday: February 19, 1983
« Gradc: Sophomore

+ Interesting facts: high grades,
. Hobbics and intcrests: was an offcns
the Columbine varsity football team

well rounded student
ive lincman on

“[Daniel] loved
to sit and dis-
cuss debate

rounds and cases
with a smile and,
twinkle in his

rounds and cases with a smile

eye.”
— Junior Sergio

/ from running.”

Danlel Mauser Junior Sergio Gonzales remembers Daniel Mauser stating that he appeared confused
when he walked into debate class on his first day of school his frcshman ycar. The two
got to know cach other as they spent many Saturdays together for forensic tournaments.
Gonzales states, “He always was intcrested in general. He loved to sit and discuss dcbate

Danicl was also on the cross country tcam, and this year he traveled to France with
his classmates. He also enjoyed hikking and skiing.

Language arts tcacher Tommic Nykannen had Danicl in her fifth hour sophomore
American Literature class. When students returned to classes at Chatfield Senior High,
she organized a project to show the love people have for Danicl. Pcople who kncw Danicl

participated in creating a special

Gonzales p :
title 100 Wonderful Things About Our Dan Mauser! were filled with special memorics,
condolences and expressions of love. The posters were presented to Daniel’s father, Tom
Mauser when he visited the school.

People writes that Daniel had postponed getting his learner’s permit in order to work
on his school studics. He was also a pcacemaker and was worricd about the increasing
guns in the United States. Tom Mauser tells People, “He was the mediator. The other

+ Birthday: Junc 25, 1983 kids woud get upsct, and he would be the in-between guy.”

= Grade: Sophomote Sophomore classmate Emily Stewart remembers, «Dan was really sweet. He always had
[ lnu-trcsling facts: p‘nslponcd getting his learner’s a smile on his face, and he was cager to lcarn.” Sophomore Christine Markert chimes in,
"pcrmll to focus on his school work “He was always smiling. He'd be running a cross-country meet, which is three miles
\. Hobbies and interests: ran for the Columbine cross long, and he wouldn’t be the fastest, but he'd just keep on smiling We'd cheer him on,
lcountry team, debate, hiking, gkiing and he'd start running a little faster. He’d just make me smile to see the joy he obtained

and twinkle in his eye.”

memorial in honor of Danicl Posterboards with the

People Magazine labels Danicl Rohrbough as “onc of those rare teenagers who obvi-

ously enjoyed spending time with his parents.” However, to Freshman Matt Houck he
“He was a really great guy, great kid,” Houck states, adding that “he
u did get to know him he was very outgoing.”

y passions and aspirations.  His favorite movics
Porky’s and Billy Madison. Houck believes that
His.favorite color was green. Some of

was so much more.
was quicet, but if yo

Danicl was a student with man
included Liar, Liar, Goofy Movie,
Danicl's favoritc class was most likely woods.
Daniel’s hobbies included playing Nintendo 64, street hockey and soccer, his favorite

sport.

“His job,” Houck recounts, “he loved that,
At his dad’s clectronics store,
ked there almost every day. The Denver Rocky

cd his father and grandfather during the sum-

he loved his dad. He loved being with him
and working with him.” Danicl could be scen frequent-
ly. Houck recollects that he wor
Mountain News writes that Danicl help
farm in near Colby, Kansas.

mers harvesting wheat on a
and an overwheling concensus of his

His fricnds say that hc was a hard worker,
friends agree that he was an all around great guy.
caring spirit was written about in People. On April 20,

One display of Danicl’s
(o flee from the school. Another example

Daniel held the door open for other students
of his generous soul is the fact that he spent all of his money of gifts for his family.
One friend comments that Daniel never spent his money on himself.

Daniel was legally cligible to get his driver’s permit on Scptember 2 of this year, and
Houck states that he was really looking forward to that date. He was also excited about

inheriting his grandfather’s old pick-up truck.

Daniel Rohrbough

“. . .he loved
his dad. He
loved being
with him and
working with
him.”

— Freshman
Matt Houck

* Birthday: March 2, 1984
* Grade: Freshman

* Interesting facts: spent his afternoons working with
his dad -

* Hobbies and interests: playing frisbee, riding bicy-
cles, and playing roller hockey with friends, playing
Nintendo 64
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Dave Sanders is called a he
2 T0 because of fl
knew him before know that the incident on April 20, but those who D s d
¢ was ’ ave oanaers
his coaching and teaching, always a hero. Dave changed people's lives through
Former Columbine

student Kerrj
i sRough ta ke ol erri ~I‘h:ld tells the Denver Post that Dave was “intimi-
» Mto improve, but he didn't have the heart to yell at “Dave Sanders was

the type of
This year he coached softball and w"ﬂachcd various sports at Columbine for 25 years teacher, coach, and
players and physical cducation teac Four varsity women basketball friend that made

signed basketball at his funeral M"tr Kris Mnuu|cy presented his family with a everyone he talked
letes feel for their coach » Macauley voiced the respect and admiration the ath- [0 0F associated
€h and how much they love him. with feel impor-

n April 20 say that b tantil
wallet from his pocket 5o N Sos1d Taeh b o : ¢ asked them to remove his Rick Bath
five grandchildren. His family remini o DY tous gaeshiors,asd z :
n :
FAved SboRE MIi pomitior s ; isced about his wonderful characteristics and
ey Cotumblas aicd S a father and grandfather at his funcral service
students consider D i
Bt lives on RV IEE ave a personal hero and credit him with saving
Dave's fri 13 uesday, * Birthday: October 22, 1951
av i
0 le s friend, Grcg nghly. tells People, “As 500n a5 1 heard one of the teachers + Position: Busincss teacher and coach
4 8 J .
o o:roltct the kids, I'knew it was Dave. He always did the right thing." + Interesting facts: born in Newton,
[;en and co-worker Rick Bath praises, “Dave Sanders was the type ofgllcuchu Indiana, Columbine was his only teaching
coach, and fricnd that made ever 4
yone he talked to or as i o%
TR Ao sociated with feel important. + Hobbics and interests: working with kids,
3 Al‘lhc annual track awards banquet on May 19, Coach Ivory Moore reminisced about Sorching
ve > .
ave’s coaching and friendship. Dave did not coach track this year, so he could con-
centrate on coaching basketball. .
3 he centerpicce in many stu-
Columbine High School Junior Rachel Joy Scott has been t pLe. ok Surk
RGChel sc°| l Angel of Mine dents’ lives for the past three years. Her smiling face has lighted llhtdh,:'”‘?.izv“:n lifc
Looking down secing days and, according to Scnior Chris Bects, “Her outgoing attitude an er 4 by
the despair, only leaving || cxuded a positive glow for cveryonc around her ™ Her faith in her God and in Rl
a soul scarching for air showed in cverything she did, whether it be organizing the youth group at her church ¢

Fecling the warmth, sce- 4
ing (hcg |.gm\f"rrc";:c?,'“:£° reciting her lines in front of hundreds at school plays

for wings, for the eternal [ morals and a powerful sclf-confidence.

Rachel led her life with strong

flight. . Rachel filled up her available time with many various activitics including furcns(l?-‘;i
Angel of mine, your her youth group, school plays, and managed to hold a job at Subway Throughout it a
face will make the heav- though, she kept her dry, witty scnsc of humor and her positive attitude Rachcl always

ens so bright, with your
beauty, grace, and loving

had the good graces to smilc things off and to ncver let people get under her skin Junior

spirit. Only God knows Samantha Haviland recalls a moment at a forensics tournament whf:n. “She was d(:ll':ls "‘:
why you were shot, but 1 proponcnt speech in Congress to stop using animals to make clothing. What she didn
know for sure I'll never realize is that when she gave her speech she forgot to take off her leather jacket and onc

forget my beloved friend i . 1 at back down
H co“s{n Rachel Joy of the other students asked her about it. She told them to ‘Be quict!” and sa

Scotl. for the rest of the session. [t was onc of the funnicst things 1 have cver scen.”
In loving memory Rachel was ..unique  Shc had her own personal way of doing things. Scnior Nick
of Rachel Scott Baumgart remembers a time when he and Rachel went to the mall together. “We walked
by Sarah Scott into Victoria's Sccret pretending that | was her gay brother and we pretended that we

were picking something out for our ‘sister’. We were very loud.” She demanded atten-
\ tion and, probably for the better, got all that she wanted. Rachcl was ncver afraid to
R 2 express her feelings or to pass up a fun expericnce for appcarances, or cven common
Birthday: -Augusl 5, 1981 1 sense. “Brittncy Pastine, Rachel, and I were driving through the snow with the windows
* Grade: Junior v down. Rachel was up front and she got soaked when we went through a puddic of slush,”
* Interesting facts: carned 138 NFL points in her first recalls Scnior Kim Corncll, “Both of us got in the back of the car so that we got :pllalshc:

A ircd.” Rachcl live
car of competiti ics. cvery time a car drove by. It was almost 3:00 a.m. so we were dcad tirc A
” : A F ‘,mn un. Forenslcs.yShejalso istarred;as her life for cvery moment. She squeczed the last drop of life out of cvery minute she
Val in this ycar’s spring play The Smoke in the Room lived
* Hobbies and interests: enjoyed laughing, loving and Rachel was a bcautiful, willful, caring young woman who lived her lifc in harmony
being the best friend anybody could hope for with herself and thosc around her. Paula Rced, the Forensics and Dcbate tcacher at CHS
says, “On any other face, it would be an oxymoron, but she had thc most beautiful
/ smirk...” Rachel, your smiling face will always live on in our hcarts.

Isaiah Shocls is called a caring, constructive person by those close to him. His Isaiah shoels

father, Michael Shocls, tells the Denver Post that Isaiah could “take negative energy
and make it into something constructive.” His dad adds that he never complained.

As a baby, Isaiah undcrwent heart surgery for a malformed valve, and doctors
feared that he would not survive past his fifth birthday. Isaiah proved to be a fight-
cr, and not only survived, but also participated in many activitics. He was in a youth
football league and wrestled for Columbine’s team.

Isaiah was built small but strong and enjoyed lifting weights. Senior Steve

Isaiah could
“take negative
energy and make
it into some-
thing construc-
tive.”

|— Michael Shoels

Trujillo says that Isaiah was able to “bench and squat more than twice his weight, and
able to military press more than his weight. 1'd always make Isaiah flex his muscles

for me.” Trujillo adds, “I would always tell him to carry me and he’d tell me I was too
heavy.”

Isaiah used to visit classes during the school day, and people were always excited

to scc him. Govcrnment and cconomics tecacher Tom Tonclli had Isaiah in his class

this semester. Tonelli remembers the funny side of Isaiah and the joy he brought to

the classroom. Hc says that Isaiah was the only person he could teasc for being « Birthday: August 4, 1980

shorter than himself. One day Isaiah wore a Cordell Stuart jersey to school, and o Gradosinlor

Tonelli told Isaiah that he thought Isaiah was really Cordell. Somcone in the class + Interesting facts: survived heart surgery

responded by joking that maybe Tonelli had scen the action figure. when he was a baby

Trujillo has so many memories of Isaiah. He comments that he called him “Ity Bity - Hobbies and interests: football, wrestling

Isatah,” and he teased him about still wearing kids" sizes. Trujillo remembers that planting flowers, doing yardwork

Isaiah tcascd him back and said that “it was alright he still wore kids® sizes because

it was cheaper that way.”
Another memory Trujillo has is running up behind Isaiah and swinging him around

and saying, “*Ah Isaiah, you love me.
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John Tomlin moved to Littleton four years ago wit

activities when he was a child. As a teenager he loved his

the first vehicle he owned.

He started working at Arapahoe Acres Nurser
carn $3,000 to buy the truck. He was working up to thirty
his truck.

Sophomore Suzanne Meyers reminisces th
to fit a whole bunch of people in his truck every weeken

Michelle Octter, John's girlfriend, reminisces, “You coul
not smile back at him and you couldn’t hear him laug
“He never let me pay for a thing. .
comments in Peop
{ “he loved the Lord,

at John “loved

tells People that
John's mother, Dorcen Tomlin,
ber her cldest child for the fact tha
life for Christ.”
The Denver Rocky
driving through the mud and goin
Riverside Baptist Church, and hc trave
build houses for the poor last summer.
John planned to join the army after gra
She tells People that he

Mountain News (RMN) writes that John

led with youth group

prom on May 1.
“Hec treated me like a queen.”

h his family.

y when he was fourtee

d” to go bowling.

dn’t scc John smilc and

h and not laugh with him,” She
He treated me like a queen.”

le that she wants people to remem-
that he wanted to live his

g to his youth group. He was an active member of

duation and had planned to take Octter to
“pever let me pay for a thing.” She adds,

John Tomlin

He loved outdoor
which was

pick-up truck, “You couldn’t sce
John smile and
n years old to not smile and
you couldn’t hear
him laugh and

not laugh with

hours a weck to pay for

his truck and he would try
him.”
— Michelle Octter

also enjoyed Bible study,
* Birthday: September 1, 1982

* Gradc: Sophomore

« Interesting facts: went with his youth group to
Mcxico last summer to build houscs for the poor
« Hobbies and interests: his Chevy pick-up truck,
held an after school job, spent free time in the
library studying

members to Mcxico to

Lauren Townsend

“Lauren taught
me to love
everyone.
Lauren was the
igreatest person I
knew. No matter
who you were or
where you came
Ifrom, she loved
lyou.”
— Junior Cora
Lininger

« Birthday: January 17, 1981
+ Gradc: Scnior

g facts: Varsity volleyball grades 10-12,
cr of President
award, NHS member,

« Interestin
vollcyball captain grade 12, winn
Clinton’s Excellence in Education
and in the running for valedictorian

« Hobbies and interests: volleyball, Shakespeare,

biology, animals

“Lauren taught me to love everyone. Lauren was the greatest person | knew.

No matter who you were or where you came from, she loved you,” sobs Junior Cora

Lininger at Laurcn Townsend’s funcral. Laurcn was known as a very loving person

and touched the lives of many. Lauren had so many friends and was liked by all of

her teachers. In the Rocky Mountain Ncws, Carol Samson describes Lauren as a “thin,

beautiful girl with a delicate beauty.”
Lauren was also a very athletic girl. She held the position of co-captain of the

varsity volleyball team this year. Lauren has been a volleyball letterman since her

sophomore ycar and enjoyed playing on the tcam which was coached by her mother,

Dawn Anna
Lauren definitely demonstrated her academic talent throughout all her ycars

at Coldmbine. She managed to maintain a 4.0 grade point average, keeping her in the

running for valedictorian. Lauren was also an outstanding student in AP English.

Her essays were of such excellence that the teachers would read them aloud to the

classes, demonstrating what a well written cssay sounded like.
Finally, Lauren was a lover of all animals. She adored animals so much, she
held down a job at a local animal shelter. Laurcn was planning on attending Colorado
State University (CSU) next fall and majoring in biology. After attending college for
at Icast four ycars, her goal was to become a wildlife biologist.
Lauren will definitely be missed by everyone who knew her. Her best friend
since kindergarten, Jessica Holliday, will always remember Laurcn as a great friend.

Jessica states at Lauren’s funeral, “I will miss her so much. Ijust want her to know

that she was my hero and she will always be my hero.”

Lauren has touched many and will hopefully never be forgotten.

Kyle Vclasquez is described as loving,

those who were closc to him.

would always lcave riddles on the board

comments, “[Kyle]
fourth hour, and they would b
problems
Is People that he calls Kyl
re and 220 weigh

only have time to do ten instead of thirty.” Kyle’
father, Al Velasquez tel
because of his almost six-foot statu

giant”
Kyle's mother, remembers,

Phyllis Velasquez,
always been kind and gentl
I've ever known.”
loved his teachers.

hugs than any child He admired his 21y
old brother, Daniel, and he

Some other things that Kyle li
Rosc's homemade tortillas.

Jawns and building shelves with his dad.
olumbine from a Denver High School three

Kyle came to C
April 20. The night before t

months before the incident on
tragedy, Kyle had been working on hi
at a supermarket.

Future plans fo
enforcement or the military.

Money can be sent to:
Kyle A. Velasquez Memorial Fund

C/0 Drinkwine Family Mortuary
P.O. Box 650
Littlcton, CO 80160-0650

kind and gentle by
One of his teachers, Tim Capra,

¢ so hard to figure out, we would
¢ “our gentle
“[Daniel’s]

¢ and loving. This child had more

ked were cats and his Aunt
He enjoyed washing cars, mowing

s resume to apply for a job

r Kyle included dreams of a carcct in law

Kyle Velasquez

in

“Daniel’s always
been kind and
gentle and lov-
ing. This child
had more hugs
than any child

s

t.

car I've ever
known.”
— Phyllis

Velasquez

he
« Birthday: May 5, 1982

* Grade: Sophomore
. Interesting facts: father called him “our

gentle giant”

. Hobbies and interests: riddles, working on
computers, washing cars, mowing lawns,
building shelves with his dad

Memorial pages compiled by:
Peter Henderson, Michelle
Markert, Stephen Partridge,
Melanie Thorsen, Carly Wil
land Elisa Zahn.

*Photos courtesy of Pcople
Magazinc

Vo EAR2I0 WS T LN NQLD UMD A DY




The Courier

May 25, 1999~Page 7

Many grou

by Ross Lambert
Editor

As this school year comes to an
cnd, a number of groups

are doing
things to benefit the students
faculty and community

of
Columbine as well as other high
schools.  Some of the effors to
help students include:

*Jeffco Public Schools has cre-

ated “The Spirit of Columbine

Tribute Center™ which is meant to

centralize donations, memorials

and special cvents related to the

recent tragedy. Former Arca

Administer Carol DecLockroy came

Student Sentiments

photo by Christine Markeri|
The Denver Broncos and he
Colorado Rockies share time with

CHS students at Heritage High
School.

Nashville, Tennessee. Sociology
teacher Heather Beck says the “I
Will" pledge can help students
cverywhere actively support non-
violence in schools and make stu-
dents aware of how they trcat onc
another. A large number of stu-
GMHS have responded
well and are reminded others of

dents at

the pledge.

*A traveling “Healing Bear”
that was originally sent to the
victims of the Oklahoma City
bombing and later to a high school
affected by the TWA Flight 800

out of retirement to become *Th i A L
g ¢ sociology students from Columbine victims.

Exccutive Director of the tribute Green  Mountain High School The bear will reside at

fund. Many people from across recently initiated a new program Chatfield High School until the

the state and nation are calling to called the “I Will” campaign. school ycar is over and then

volunteer services and time, and This program was originally ini- return to CHS with the students in

to donate for and crcate memori-  tiated at Hillsboro High School in the fall.

The best in Columbine will triumph

“We are Columbine!” When

of pcople that ridicule cach We've 3
people outside of Columbine hear other. It is a group of kind and witnessed 9
this chant they think it is mere- caring individuals that can over-  the very E
ly a school cheer to be said at come anything together. Since worst of §
assemblies or sporting events. April 20, our school has grown what peo- §
However, when any member of closer than any group of pcople ple arc S
Columbine High School shouts, ever could. capable of 2
hcars or rcads this statement, The assembly we had on the but also
they feel a connection with every day that we returned to school the very
other person in Columbine. excmplified the spirit of best. We

1 have become very upset while
watching programs on TV or lis-
tening to some programs on the

Columbine. Everyone moved over
to make room for the students
and faculty that were trying to
fit into the crowded gym. Every
speaker received at least a full
minute of applause and Mr.
DcAngelis was overwhelmed by a
standing ovation.

At the party at Heritage High
School, there was yct again

hope the outside world can begin
to sec the real spirit of
Columbine and realize that we
have a great school. Columbine
will always be remembered for
the tragedy that occurred, but
maybe we can also be remem-
bered for how we overcame the

radio over the past few wecks.
Many people scem to be focusing
on what they sece as the negative
aspects of Columbine. Talk
shows try to analyze what they
think may have gone wrong. | negativity that was placed upon
fcel that anyone who is not part
of the Columbine family should

us. It is time that cveryonce

another outpouring of love. It lcarns of the good that is

respect the fact that they don't Columbine.

was not the professional sports
players in attendance that
received the most applause, but
the recovering students there

from the hospital or rehab.

know what our school was like
before, during or after this
tragedy.

Columbine is not a school full

— Ellen Prommersberger
Class of 2001
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Ps offer support First day elicits

als, according to a Jeffco repre-

mixed emotions

here was a lot

Tof sadncss
among the students
and teachers as we all
returned back to
school Monday, but
everyone was also
rcally happy to scc
cach other again after
all we have been through.

The students missed their classmates.
1 did. Therc were empty desksin a few of
It was sad secing them, but it

photo courtesy of Rebelations

my classes
was hopeful, too, because some of the
seats would be filled next year.

On Monday, you could walk up to some-
one you didn't know and just give them a
big hug and say, “I'm glad you're OK. How
are you?” And “wherc were you?”

At our first day of classes at Chatficld
Scnior High School, I saw the memorials
they dedicated to us. It was comforting,
knowing that we have been rivals for so
many ycars and that thcy care SO much.

“I'm really nervous to be back at
school, but I’'m glad that we all have come
together like we have,” comments Junior
Sarah Slater. “To havc that rcassurance
will get me through the rest of the year.”

“Even though the homework will be
stacking up again, I’m anxious to sec my
classmates,” adds Junior Mclinda
Fenimore as we were getting ready for a
special assembly in the gym. ¢

No one did any lessons on Monday.
We'll start that today. Somec of the teach-
crs talked about how they didn't know
what we were going to do the rest of the
semester. They said that our grades
probably will be determined from the last
report card we got a few weeks before the
incident.

The teachers also talked to us about
their feelings, and how if we ever nceded
them, their doors would be open for us.
Other teachers talked about the students
that were injured and weren’t in class
that day. Still, before classes began, the
students greeted each other with smiles
and many embraced. They laughed and
talked about not being in school for so
long.

There was a lot of pride, too. A major-
ity of the studcnts and faculty wore their
“We Are...Columbine” T-shirts that were
given to us when we picked up our sched-
ules Friday.

1t’s 'a brand new school for us, but
there were banners and posters through-
out. Many said, “CSH (Chatficld Senior
High) and CHS (Columbine High School)
unite.”

Another said, “With helping hands and
open hearts, we welcome you.”

At the assembly, students gave
Principal Frank DcAngclis a standing
ovation because he has shown a lot of
strength and lcadership. We wanted to
thank him for that.

He has always been there for us,

Students meandered through the halls,
scarching for their classes, for much of
the day. But it was good seeing every-
body back in school.
trench coat.

And nobody wore a

— Kim Blair
Class of 2000

e Jrom any Vil 57 eriminal acilon based on any eipression made or publlshed by studenis.
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CHS Speaks Out

?

the future years at Columbine

. Ftow should security be fiandled in

“I think that the school
needs to be an open
campus to help Kkids
move on. If they add a
lot of security it will be
hard for students to
move on.”

— Katie Vicek (10)

“I do think that
should have more securi-

they

ty cameras so we can see

who involved and
better
crime that happens in or
outside of the school.”

— Gary Morris (11)

was

understand any

«] think we should still
have an open campus and
security should not
change very much. Metal
detectors or more campus
cops are not going to stop
things like this from
hlppening."

— Sarah Fisicaro (11)

“1. 1 would like to see
ID’s visible all the time,
2. No metal detectors,
we’re not running a
prison, 3. Safety hotline
for students to call is
they have any anonymous
tips, 4. No closed cam-
pus, It wouldn’t solve
anything.” — Sydney
Keating
(campus supervisor)

How would you like the
memorial to look for CHS?

should be “I
seven

saw in the newspaper
hands with a
columbine flower in it.”

 Veronica Bowie (10)

“The memorial “I would like some sort off
placed on Rebel Hill with
13 crosses surrounded by

a bed of Columbine flow-

plaque or stone memoria|
that has a poem or some
sort of statement and the

ers.” names of the victims ang
— Stephanie ¢ their birthdates.”
Muller(11)§ — Heidi Munger (12)
“You would have to “They should hang
incorporate all of the ol H§some of the posters
stuff we have done and signs around and

including recognizing
the students of
Columbine and honor-
ing the 13 victims.”
— Lindsay Williams
(12)

they should put some
dof the gifts like thel
f bears and other stuff]
there.”

— Regina Evans (10),

{“I think there should
be a painting of the
like the
mural by the stairs.”

— Ryan Bigley (9)

peaceful and 1 ibbon just

stuff that reminds us

of good times.”
— Kayla Katha

photo by Mollic Weksler

“I think we should have

(10) “Lots of pictures of all the some kind of picture col-

victims and injured people lage of the thirteen vic-

“1 think they should and a small separate rooms tims with special quotes

choose from the best to look at all the pic- from their family and
designs.” tures.” friends.”

— Brian Sullivan (12) — Matt Davis (9)

— Michelle Markert (12)

How should the floor plan and remodeling
of Columbine High School be handled?

“] think that they should try to keep the happened.”
school as similar as possible and maybe

just change around the library and com-

Jocelyn Heckler (10)
“] think we should tear down the com-
mons and library and make a memorial
where they used to be. Then put the
library and commons somewhere else.”
— Valerie Peterson (10)

mons.”
— Beth Barnes (11)

] think it should be very similar, except
change the commons rebuild the
library in a different area, so the pres-
ent library can be used as a memorial.”
— Noel Schneider (10)

and
“Keep everything the same--move around
some furniture and repaint. Don’t tear
down anything.”
— Jin Kamens (10)

«Columbine has a great floor plan as it is.
The library and commons should be® “A committee of people should make the
changed a little but the rest should be decision. If [ were on the committee, 1
left the same.” would suggest that the commons and
library be remodeled completely.”

— Mr. Ivory Moore (faculty)

— Brent Sessions (11)

“] hate to see it look like a fortress. 1
think they need to talk to Liz Keeting.
The commons need to be bigger, but
they’ve always needed to be bigger.”

— Mr. Bill Biskup (faculty)

“After four years Ibelieve the lay-out
of Columbine to be very well laid out. 1
believe the lay-out should be left alone,
but plaques should be hung to designate
' the fallen comrades.”

«] think we should just remodel places — Dustin Gorton (12)
damaged a lot, but we should make it look
as close to what it used to be— it was our “I personally think that-they should
keep the basic areas where they are but
in a different arrangement. But for
some students I think they should build
a new wing in honor of Mr. Sanders and
victims.” 2

school.” -
— Shawn Roberts (11)

“«The best thing to do with the space
would be to comple!ely' remove-the
library, so that the commons is com-
pletely open, and then turn that space
into an atrium, or a memorial of what

— Jake Anderson (10)

*Photos courtesy of Rebelations *Speak outs compiled by Carly Witt, Jen Pierce, and Christine Marker!
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Words of Wisdom
from the class of ‘99

To Emily Stewart and Chantle Downs:
The right to act like a freshman
whenever the need arises.
*Carey Cecil

To my prother James Stewart:
I leave my job of driving into
curbs and mailboxes on the
way
home from school.
*Laura Stewars

To Anna

Ileave the clarinet section, and may you
have all the wonderful times I did. Play
great! .

*Jenny Wallick

To Justin Hart:
I leave my bad attitude and
a couple of my ghetto lenses,
er, doorstops—don’t
let the
old man walk on you
too much!
*Joe
To Jolene & Thea “Class
I'll leave my cowboy
dance!
*Mollie Weksler

To all my senior friends,

I leave you all the happiness in the
world!

*Pam

To Alise

| leave my metronome on a
string, the freedom to drink your
own water and use your own
chapstick during band camp, and
most importantly, the courage,
strength, and love that it takes to
lead your peers have a great
year!

*Love Always,

Carly

To my little sister Colleen;

May you always bring joy and hap-
piness
to others’ hearts. | hope your next
three
years are magical!

*Love always,

Your big sister Tammy

To my not so lit¥le anymore
prorher Brian: ;
May vou get all +he happines

I've had +hroughout my high
school career.
| wish you happy +imes and
many friends!
| hope your nex+ 3 years are
wonderful!

#Love Your Big Sister Lindsay

Tonext year’s newspaper staff:

Good luck in everything you do next
year. We know you will make the
Couriergreat next year. We look for-
ward to seeing your woork. Enjoy
your time in high school.

*Love,

Pam and Michelle

To Adam Thompson, -

I leave to you the great
responsibility
of carrying on the legend of the

Class song: Green Day—
Good Riddance (I hope you had
the time of your life)

flower: tiger lily

Class colors: purple and yellow

Posse.
Good luck.
*Dave Malone

Brave %00 runners,

Have fun with #00 Mondays,
+he mountainy and spinning
classes. Try no+ +o0 get your
putts kicked ¥oo hard. Stay
strong and keep jogging!

*Love,

Carly and Michelle

To little Blasko

I leave you food and a knowl-
edge that all girls
are moody just bite your lip and
do whatever it takes
to please them.
To Macen :

I leave you my sense of when to
party when to study
and when to listen. I give you all
the strength to carry on
and lots of the ladies.

*Love you both

Autumn Hettinger

Segunda hora familia (Second Hour Family),

Being a part of this family has been great.
Have fun in Spanish next year. Make sure
you play lots of games and sing lots of
songs. Sedora, queremos un partido! We'll
miss you all.

*Love,

Emilia, Mandy y Michelle

To Kristin Brown

I leave my Cyrano project and long
Turn on your brights and look to the
future-it will be wonderful.

*Jenny Wallick

To Penny Burton:

My sunglasses, if she ever
finds them.

*Carey Cecil

To Jeremy Thompson

= | leave him the nick name

y of “T” for the rest of his

} schooling at Columbine, or
until | deem worthy.

/‘ *From Jason Thompson "T”

i To All Columbine Students—
Never Say never. never
appreciate yourself too much,
or bury yourself either. To the
P shy guys trying to be “cool”’—
Try not to be a dork.
Otherwise you can never be
“cool.” To the freshmen girls: If you get
asked for prom, do not be a “stock-up.”
*Semih “The Stud” Altinay

To Katie and Stacey
Ileave the decision of what to wear,
a team with questions and com-
plaints, exciting Captains’ Meetings,
and a coach that likes to ignore you.
*Kim Wollenberg

To Elisa

I leave Land of the Dragons and the Sky
Mall Magazine. Name that dog!

*Jenny Wallick

Crafg,
Keep up the faith.
*From: Carey Cecil

Christine,

I leave you the desire to follow
Jesus with all your heart and the
right to wear the shoes I don’t
take to college.

*Love forever,

Michelle
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Students

by Crystalann Keesecker
Staff Reporter

Columbine High School stu-
dents will return the CHS
building for school this August.
As the school ycar comes to a
students and  staff will
to the next

to

close,
look ahcad
year. Despite the many rumors of
another  split with
Chatfield, Columbine students_
will be back at CHS in August.

school

session

Principal Frank DeAngelis
cxplains that as soon as the
Jefferson County Sheriff's

Department releases the'building
to Jefferson County Schools, the
restoration will begin.

Jefferson County School dis-
trict officials and DcAngelis will
meet May 12 to start the process
of the  building.
DcAngelis comments that
struction crews nced to get into

restoring
con-

the school as soon as possible,
DcAngelis explains that cur-
rently Jefferson County is plan-
ning to start school at CHS on
time this August. “Unless school
was dclaycd two to three months,
we will go to CHS,” DeAgelis
adds.

If delays in beginning the ren-
lovation occur, school may start a
pushing back the

little later,
date when school gets out in the

for normal return

“eled.

anxious

spring. .DcAnchis
states, “We are planning on opon-
ing on time.

However,

The only way. this
would change is*if we can't get
into the building.

While not all s.ludcnls'wnhl to)
return to CHS this fall, many do.
Junior Beth Marzoni.says, “In
order for me to have closure for
the whole ordeul on the twenti-
cl‘h. I have to go back into the
school.”

DeAngelis comments, “I- think
CHS has had a very strong tradi-
tion. = We¢ will build upon that

tradition. and CHS -will’.be even|,

stronger in the future.”

Prior to April 20, the gymna~
sium was scheduled to be repod-
This
include a new floor and blcachers|

renovation  will
that will bring fans. closer to thel
Duc to this, sports tcams
have _su.mmcr

action.
have scheduled to’
activitics clsewhere. ¥
Construction workers will bg
going into the- gym I\‘Auy «24., to]
make measurements. The yemod-
cling will follow soon afters
Athletic activities” will*not be
affected by renovation this Sum-
mer.  While CHS is indeed going|
to an cight period dl’y in ahe fall
a decision has not been ereaciied

on whether the cAmpus will bc_

opened or closed.

Studénts
cpntiruc
showing -
their schqol

«spirit with
the now
well-kn‘owh
_say}ng. “We
BIO3 it 5
Columbine.”

photo by Christine Markert

Co-Editor in Chief

by Michelle Markert

and staff members ‘are’

retiring at the end of the

Jefferson County teach- 1998-99 school year. Tht::c
ers gave up some ‘of faculty members are Ray
their salacies so. their..Bundy, Anna Cabrera, Al
class sizes will not have:to  Cram, {oe Cunningham,
increase.  Superintendent Cathie  Lutz  and  Joe
Jane Hammond comments in Marshall. A retirement
the Denver Rocky Mountain reception  was held on

News (RMN) that “they sac- Monday, Mdy 17 to honor
rificed.” The district these faculty members.

looked at cutting $3 to $12 The . CHS band and
million dollars from the choir groups performed

their last concerts in May.

budget next year but will
cut up to $4 million after
negotiations.

The agreement, which is
for 4 years, gives teachers
their raise on September |
and will cost the district
$4.6 million dollars. The
teachers’ raises depending
on their experience and
education will be put on
hold for one year unless a
mill levy override is passed.
*info. taken from Denver Rocky
Mountain News

Six Columbine teachers

- Columpine News in Brief

The choir performed at ‘a
local church, and the bands
performed at Chatfield with
the Chatfield bands.

Senior Steve Cohen and
Junior Jon_ Cohen's. CD,
frlend of Mine,is on sale
at local stores. Proceeds go
to the families of the vic-
tims.

Class Dny was held on
May 21 and graduation
Fiddler's

took place at

Green on May 22.

Secﬁfny caut

ions debated

—Administrators worry about students

by Stephen Trenchcoats will  be remarks, “If lha(."s true
Partridge a banned and so will the students ohvwlisly
Staff Wrtter clothes depicting or know more than 1 fio.
The = School Board promoting violence. The large qucst'mn on
remains undecided on According to most students’ minds .IS
sccurity | issues  at Principal Frank whether or not CHS will
Columbine pext year. DeAngelis, a Safety Task be a closcd ‘campus for
Thete isn't a sct Didlrict Force has been created  the .follnwmg ycar.
policy for how to enforce S0 that members of the Principal : Dc'Angcllls
sccurity st Jefferson community can voice rcsp'onds. I think that
County schools.  their opinions on how to having an opc'n Fampus
Dccisions arc to b made handle the sccurity at saved students’ lives. 1
befores the end of the CHS. Somc students at  wouldn’t count on a
school ycar. The only Columbine have heard clnsc:l' campu{s next
definite chapge in secu- - Tumors that Prcsident ycar. Sccunly' next.
t Y Clinton was going to year remains a discus-

rity issues at Colambinc
will be the implementa-
tion of a new dress code.

Principal

implement White Housc
security levels at CHS.

sion for the faculty and
the Board.
DcAngelis

maginc'cnlcring a building and
being fnskcd hy men in uni-
Torm walkmg Ihrough a mctal detee-
tor, .md being ;cnl to your assigned
room wJu:rc the dgor is locked behind
you,and mof one person -is allowed in
or out until the correct time. It may
sound like you are walking into
E prison, bul.ac(ually you have just
[stepped into Columbine High School
for the 19992000 school year.
School is nqt pn:.su,mcd to be-a
placu whcm youofccl entrapped,
fnghlcned :nd worncd but a plnce
where )/oulfccl safe, have fun and feel
frec, within a certain limit. High
school ds stpposcd to be when you
only worry a‘hgul-lh‘eilesl you failed
to 'slndy for, going out to lunch with
your fric‘nds. and being able to reen-
ter (f:c-building and a timc when you
are allowed to go home during your
free hours, if you choosc to do so.
Most importantly, high school should
be a place where you feel safe, not
betause.it took ten minutes to get
through®sccurity, but because it

truly is a safe place.

On the issuc of having closed cam-
pus, lask why? .1 agree that people
would not bc coming and going as
they please, but what would that do,
besides taking the fun out of being a
high school student? For freshmen,
thcy have been waiting for a long time
to be ableto leavesschool grounds and
nol get in (mnblc for doing so. As
for” scnmrs, their final year of high
schoolis supposed to be a time where
they learn to maké decisions on their
own and to act like adults. How is
added sec;nrity helping them achicve
this. . .I say it only hinders this
process. If administrators have to
constantly tell students where to be
and what they can @nd cannot do, then
students will not Ica-rn responsibili-
tics. 5 . i
Before .Apl“ 20, I was determined
that 1 would pay for a parking spot'so
| could go out to lunch, or take off

Some new security devices needed

during my
free periods
and go
home. 1f
CHS has a
closcd cam-
pus next

photo by Christine Markert

ycar, my
100 dollars
has gonc to
waste. With my schedule Icannot

have the last two periods off or _firsl
period. Where do | go to study then,
if 1cannot go home? 1 guarantce that
I'am not the only one who will not

want to go to the library to study
during free time

I agree that sccurity should be
added and | know that right now I too
doubt the safcty of schools, sccing
that CHS was one of the safest schools
I knew of. I don’t belicve that stu-
dents will feel much safer once a
plcthora of sccurity is added. When |
walk into a huilding’lhul has metal
dctectors and other sccurity mcas-
ures, such as Denver International
Airport, lonly fecl more scared, wor-
ried and trapped.

After what occurrcd on April 20,
1999, security should and will be
hcightened, but to what cxtent? This
is a4 question | encouragé cveryone to
think about.
your life in constant fear and worry,

If your goal is to live

then Isay go ahcad and make CHS into,
Columbine International Airport
(CIA). If you would rather not Ict
fear get the best of you, do what you
must to cnsurc the safcty of students,
but think before you turn CHS into
CIA.

— Becki Tripp
Class of 2000

H

Columbine thanks everyone for

their support and love.

e dea¥ods

H
]
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Faith in God brings healing and peace during tragedies and everyday times

his editorial is definitely the hardest

| thing I have written in my catire life.

1 want to sound profound and comfort-
ing, but I know that that is not possible.
Everything 1 say will sound trite and hollow,
but I want to lcave you with some things that |
have learned as | move into a new phase of my
life.

Rccently some of my AP English class went to
a breakfast with a poet named Dr. Bin Ramke.
His words struck a chord in my heart. He told
us that it is a scary thing to know somconc for a
long time. As time passes in a marriage rela-
tionship a person believes that he or she knows
the other person. He said that people stop lis-
tening to cach other because they think they
know what the others will say. Ramke com-
mented that the person is remembering past
things about that person instead of seeing him
or her in the present. He added that when a
pcrson rcads a picce of literature and then
reads a different one, if that person rereads the
first picce it is forever different. After coming
closc to losing pcople I love dearly I realize
that this statement is so true. I have neglected
to tell people how special they are to me, and it
is sad that it took a horrible cvent for me to
ponder how special they are.

I have cnjoycd my four ycars of classes,
band, sports and memorics with so many great
people, but Columbine will always be different
in my hcart and mind. When CHS hosted the
Trick-or-Treat-Street my fellow newspaper
members and 1 helped decorate the publications
door. I remember having a warm, wonderful
fecling as 1 watched so many students working
together to make life more enjoyable for some

children. Memories of sporting events flash
through my mind as CHS students united
together to cheer on our teams. Marching band
was onc of my favorite activities during high
school, and I loved working with morc than 100
people for a common goal. Now, I have memorics
of people crying together at memorials and
funcrals, going to Cooper 7, mecting famous ath-
letes and loving on cach other as an cxtended
family.

Altlfough April 20th was a terrible day for
our school, we have found good in the cxperi-
ence. While I was stuck in a freshman biology
class wanting to be rescued, I had a great
thought. I looked around at so many faces I did
not know and was amazed at the love I felt radi-
ating from them. We did not care what people
looked like, what activitics they were involved
with or if we cven got along. At that moment we
rcalized that only life matters. After we were
rescucd 1 hugged so many pcople and did not
want to let them go. I realized how close | came
to losing loved oncs and to losing my own lifc.

When we gathered in groups those first few
days after that Tuesday, it was so hard for me
to drag myself away from pcople. 1 could not
help thinking that it could be the last time |
would ever sce those people. While I have
always been awarc of this fact, surviving this
cvent has awakened my cmotions. Even though |
will be leaving for most of the summer and will
then be going to college out of state, I will
always have a bond with everyonc who survived
and will have a special place for them in my
heart. Onec of the most important Icssons I am
taking with me from this tragedy is to tell peo-
ple that Icarc for them and give them a hug.

My pcace is my faith in Jesus. He never said

People must look inside themselves to change the world

lowers, cards, pocms,
Fcncouragcmcnl and hu
result of the senseless tragedy o
bering these simple, yet mecaning
Students witnesses and felt the lo
tcachcrs, classmates, schoolmates an
them with open arms.
after the tragedy, hundreds sang,
healing process. The fact that ot

them felt and endured helped bring some calm and
Pcoplc who saw another person in nce
“lam so glad to scc you arc ok.”

troublcd souls.
smilc along with the words,
these words meant so much to many.

in phrase, X
onstrated a genuine

Later, more people dem
making the journey to Cle
from all over the state, na
whom they had ncver made
flowers, posters and momcen

Upon returning to
dents with T-shirts,
dents as they escorted man
rooms. These gracious peo
students put aside their riv

stuffed animals, snacks, sti
y around the school,

alry and ma

atmospherc.
As the school year ne

also remember their students’

relatively enjoyable.
they make every accommo

Sometimes helping anot
can truly aid in the healing pn.)ccss.
ing a task for someone or lendm{; a hand to
passion, not necessarily monetarily, but emoti

As the shock continues 10 subside a
fort to better oursclve

Perhaps keeping crue
11 ultimately make our I

Many peop

changes in an cf
occurring again.
ing of others’ faults wi
volunteering to help thos
sionate,
Reflecting on t
itable all of the time,
to nced graphic visva
another is necessary.
hands and hugs, others nee
help fellow human beings
courage unkindness. People w
they admire, If more people gave a positive mod

he generosity of so many al

While people in such

notes, stuffed animals, school supplies, words of
gs surround Columbine High School students as a

n April 20, 1999. Reflecting upon and remem-
ful acts of kindness comforts grieving hearts.
ve within the student body as fricnds,

d even people they did not know cmbraced
At a gathering for students and faculty only two days
cried and held one another,
her people knew precisely what those around

ment Park to pay their res
tion and cven the world gat
any contact. The makeshi
tos from people who care cnough t

Chatfield Senior High School to pick up s
ckers and ribbons.
acquainting them with the hallways and class-
ple dedicated their own time to others in nced. Besides this, the CSH
de numerous posters welcomin

ars its end and teachers remain eag
feelings and do every
The teachers know that every
dation possible, proving t

her is the best therapy of all. ¢ .
le seem to feel comfort and happiness in complet-

another individual,
jonally often gives people a sense of worth and life.
nd we begin to heal more, W
s and society, and to preven
| remarks to ourselves and tra
ives more enjoyable.

¢ less fortunate will keep our hearts an

so brings the
isis? One rcason may be that human beings scem

tunning personal accounts to feel that aiding
situation obviously need and appreciate the extra

rather than only in major cr
| represcntations, and hear s

d help in their lives at times 100,
in times of less drastic turmoil co

often follow others’ examp
¢l to follow, maybe fewer tragedies would occur.

beginning the

comfort to a large number of |
d gave a warm hug and a
Although simple

Co-Editor in Chief
SOt O R

kindness as thousands began

pects to the deccased and wounded. People
hered to remember and honor people with

o sharc the kindncss in their hearts.
chedules, volunteers greeted stu-
CSH students adopted CHS stu-

g CHS with a home-like

er to educate, these devoted educators
thing possible to make the final school days
student handles this situation differently and
he love and kindness in their hearts.
Expressing care and kindness to others

Sharing the wealth of human com-

¢ must try to make personal

t such a terrible incident from
ining our minds to be accept-
Possibly making donations and
d minds warmer and more compas-

question of why are not many of us char-

Finding the goodness in our hearts to
uld ultimately stop or at least dis-
les as they model themselves after people

— Pam Glazner
Class of 1999

ft memorial at Clecment Park stands filled with

that life would be casy
but He promiscs me
and cveryone that He
will not give us more
pain than we can deal
with. Right now, I can-
not imagine much more
pain than what we arc
suffering, and I just
keep looking to God for
comfort and to bring
mec out of this.

On April 20th I was
typing my cditorial for the annual scnior issuc
of the Courier. Now, my topic scems very iron-
ic, but it is still true. 1 wrote about the free-
dom we cxperience as Americans and the safcty
we have. [ said that [ have ncver been afraid
because of my Christianity, and that Christians
in our country arc blesscd.

Cassic Bernall is a person I hope that Tcan
be like. 1 pray that I would stand up for my
faith thc way that shc bravely did. To this day
I still boldly say that lam a Christian, and I
hope that in the future | will continue to
proudly sharc my faith. During the tragedy
pcople have prayed and called out to God, and|
pray that we remember God as the healing takes
placc. While things will ncver be complctely
as they oncc were, we will eventually have
peace in our lives. My heart’s desire is that
people will still lcan on God and depend on Him
during these times of their lives.

Co-Editor in Chief

— Michelle Markert
Class of 1999

'!' Aftermath

iThey discuss dirty diapers

ix dream of libraries

buried beneath blood.

My eyes close and the world goes
black

eyes open and

the world goes red.

The pit of this despair

is far beneath massages

or coffee.

I am not fragile
I am broken.

Who recognizes these pieces? =
If you do can you put me back
together

Memories are silent movies.
Dads
Moms
Alex
Zach
I am alone

He is too afraid to be afraid.

I am too blind to be afraid

But you enter in words of first John.
God why are you so merciful?

Jesus, you are my light.

Breathe through me that my heart may
pump again.

asleep.
talking.

is dancing.
is with me.

Lord you rescue me

that I may spread your light.

Your love runs deep

and only it can nourish this flesh.
Teach me.

Love me.

Use me.

I wiil be forever yours.

Yes,
Yes,

I believe in God.
Lord I will live for you.

—Sara Martin
Class of 1999
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Hope survives for Columbine High School after tragedy

Tuesday, April twenti-
cth, 1999 was the largest
school tragedy in
American History.
Unfortunately it was at
my school with my class-
mates, my teachers, and
many others. Since then |
have cried, felt angry and
photo courtesy of Janssen Vengeful, been in denial,

confused, and yes even
happy now and then. So much has come out of
this and I can say that 1 grew up very fast. I,
among others, have gone through something that
most people will never experience. 1 still wake
up some mornings and refuse to believe that it
is true but there is always something to remind
me that it is. There is nothing that I can do
except hope for the future and what it may
bring.

As bad as it sounds, perhaps a couple good
things have come out of this. This whole thing
has brought not only the students and the com-
munity together, but the country and maybe
even parts of the world together as well. I can
say that I have talked to more people that I ever

have or ever expected to. It gives a feeling of

Columbine students must look !;

to future with love, acceptance

In this time of tragedy and des-
peration, everybody is searching for
answers to unanswerable questions. Why
didn’t anybody sec this coming? What
turncd two young men with only three
weeks of school left to attack their fellow
schoolmates. As we ask these questions
to ourselves, to our leaders, and to each
other, the answers we all scek have not
been forthcoming.

Unfortunately, Ibelicve that the
only way to find these answers will be

pride knowing that everyone is so generous and
kind to others in a time of nced. However, what
will prove this kindness is if it continues into
the future and has a lasting cffect.

Of course we will never forget those who will
not ever sce the future with the rest of us. Our
memories and thoughts of them will never dic
and they will never be forgotten.
hard for all of us to just let go of our friends

It has been
and it may not ever get casicr. Wc must remem-
ber that although they may never be here phys-
ically, they will always be with us in our own
special ways. In addition, we must not forget
those who arc in the hospital and continuing to
stay strong and survive. They may not ever be
as physically able as once before, but their
strength and courage is an inspiration to me
and lam sure many others. As for the rest of
us, we have cach other as well as families to
help us heal and cope with this tragedy.

So now I guess the big question is what does
the future hold for me and the rest of the
school? As a senior, I myself am going to col-

is funny how they say you never love somcthing
until it is gonc. My last two weeks of high
school | will not be able to spend at Columbine
which dceply saddens me. However, as with
everything clse, 1 must just try to do the best
with what life gives me.

I could go on forever about how I feel, but to
me it scems sclfish. 1 am not alonc in this and
there are nearly two thousand others. Overall,
I can say that I have loved high school very
much and [ try to look past the shooting but |
find it hard. 1 will ncver forget all the good
things that Columbine has done for me as lam
surc with many other as well. All the great
teachers that have cared for me and spent
countless hours working to make me a better
person. Also, all the friends that have been
there through thick and thin and have always
made me laugh. Columbine will always live on
in my hcart and spirit forever and I will never
look back in a negative way. To cveryone, 1
want to say that Ilove you all and will ncver
forget the great times. Columbine Rebel Pride

for cach person at the school to take a
good look inside of their souls and figure
out if they had a part to play in what
occurred on Tuesday, April, 20. Too
often we are willing to let other pecople
or things to take the blame for problems
I ask
this question of everybody: How many
times a day do you judge people based on
their ethnicity, color, or their physical
appcarance? What kind of choices have
you made because you didn’t have the
courage or the strength to walk up to
somebody you didn’t know and introduce
yoursclf?

that stem from withing ourselves.

I don’t believe there is one
person at our school that can honestly
say that they have never pre-judged
somebody before they got to know them,
I myself have realized the kind of judge-
ments I have passed on people before |
80t to know them. In light of the recent
Iragedy at our school, we need to change
The anger and the total lack of
regard for life that Dylan Klebold and
Eric Harris felt docs not stem from a
desensitization to violence from video
Bames or movics, but rather from a lack
of understanding of how to deal with the
many types of prejudice felt at
Columbine, Class differences and peo-
pPle’s sense of sclf-superiority have kept
Columbine from becoming a truly unificd
school, Every time that we yell “We are
Columbine!” we give the people the false

cliques, more incidents like the tragedy
on April 20 have the potential to occur.

lege at the University of Northern Colorado. 1 forcver!!!
really have mixed feclings about leaving. In a
i P
way [ want to just Icave and get away from it but — Brett O'Neill
on the other hand 1 wish I could stay forever. It Class of 1999
What is Columbine?
tis Columbine?

To some it was a building.

To some it was a school.

To some it was a prison.

To some it was their home.
impression:that Wo are ail made fun of once and awhile.
Columbine students Some make more fun than others.
stand together and Sometimes behind their back.

Sometimes to their face.
arc onc group. I %

Belicye this Sometimes to your foes.
Columbinc is not a For what reason? Who knows? Maybe human nature.
bad place and does o
Some groups had power.

not have bad pco-

4 Most groups did not.
ple, but unless we
breach the walls photo by Christine Markert || Jot of groups wouldn't accept you,
between the Unless you fit into their guidelines.

Unfortunately it took an incident like this ene to bring us all together.

But fortunately it did.
Little do we realized how some pcople
are going to respond to pressure and Deep down we are all friends.
teasing. But what have we lcarncd? Has There is no reason we shouldn't be.

there been a lessening of the snide
remarks, uscless clique hatred, or peer
pressurc at the school? Not that I've
scen. As soon as the shock of the situa-
tion wore off people reverted to their
normal states as if nothing had hap-
pened. The old hatreds flow just as
strong as they did before, if not
stronger. The lesson I would like people
to lecarn from this tragedy is that hatrcd
is a cycle without an end. The more we
let ourselves hate, the more hate we

bring into this. world. Challenge your-

sclves. Walk up to a person you don’t
know, that doesn't look like you, that
docsn’t act like you, and say hello

There is no harm in being nice to the
people you share the halls with. Only
time will tell if we, the students at
Columbine, have lcarned the lessons that
were taught to us from Tuesday’s events,
but I have faith that we arc intelligent
adults and will realize that the future of
Columbine High School rests in our
hands

— Stephen Partridge
Class of 2000

So be there for ach other, many people's lives have been changed

and many people won't recover completely. So respect the opinions
of others, whether you think they are right or wrong. Remember,
some are willing to forgive while most are not. Don't be judgmental
over an opinion and don't turn it into a fight. Bo sure to stay busy,
and remember, it is never wrong to cry. Get help if you need it and lot
everyone you love know that you love them.

Bo kind to people, everyone is different. You never know, a new friend could
end up being your best friend. Itis really important for some people
tobe recognized. Feelings yet hurt for littie roasons. So romember,
itnever hurts to say helle.

The Answer: What is Columbine?

Columbine s a school, a building, to some a prison, and a home.

Columbine is alive, but not well.
Columbine is yearning for the answer why.

Columbine is really the lives and opinions of the students,
faculty,

. and employees that Columbine has and always

will cherish for years to come.

—Tim Kastle
Class of 1999
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“But You are a shield around me, O Lord; You bestow glory on me and lift up my head.”

hat could 1

Wpossihly say
or write to capture the
enormous range of
cmotions that | have
experienced these last
four weeks? 1 honestly
believe that I would
not have made it
through this trying
time if it had not been
for the relationships
that 1 have made with
others previous to
April 20, 1999. My
strong relationship with my family, friends and

Carly Marie Witt
Editor

somctimes more so.

cspecially God, have continually encouraged me
to face cach new day, while, if I had been by
mysclf, I'm surc that | would have faltered.
These things I thank
God for every day:

1. 1 am so thankful that God gave me
such a loving family. I am so amazed at the
strength that my parents and younger brother
have displayed. 1 cannot cven begin to imagine
what they were going through while God's angels
sccurely tucked me away in a Physics storage classcs,
room for three hours and they ran frantically
around trying to find anyonc who knew were |

love for their students.

was. While my parents waited for what must

have scemed like an cternity at Leawood

Elementary, my brother, a Ken Caryl Middle
School seventh grader, calmly had the presence
of mind to call my relatives in Texas when they
found out that I had made it out of the school
unharmed. My family showed so much courage.
Since April 20, I have learned so much from
them. | have learned that my family is the most
important and essential part of my cxistence.
No one knows me as well as they do. | have
lcarncd that the tcars of my mother are more
painful than my own. It hurts me more to sce
her cry than anyonc clsc. And finally, | have
learned that no matter how hard they try to be
strong for my sakc, my parents are as fright-
encd and unsure of the future as [ am, and

2. 1 thank God every day for the won-
derful fricnds and teachers that are with me at
Columbine High School. 1 have always known
that our school was special, but now we have
proven that to the world. Every minute | spend
in my tcachers’ classes is precious. The bonds
that 1 have made with them are immeasurable.
It hurts me so much cveryday to witness my
tecachers’ tears as they struggle with the reality
that somc of their students are missing in their
However, I realize that the courage
that my tcachers show cvery day by coming to
their classes is an obvious indication of their
1 also value the strong
relationships with my friends even more than 1
did before this horrible cvent.

Chicks chirp into Columbine

Biology Il is an advanced class offered to seniors at Columbine
High School. The class is two periods first semester and one
period the second. Students apply in their junior year to be
accepted into this class. Four teachers split this class and teach
their area of specialty. The subjects that are covered in depth
are human anatomy, microbiology, botany and animal behavior.
During the microbiology unit, students study bacteria and learn
the physical and behavioral characteristics of certain bacteria.
For the last two weeks of the unit, the students are given an
unknown sample containing 3 bacteria which they must deter-

mine through various experiments. The animal behavior sec-

tion is a favorite with many of the students throughout the
During the spring, the students receive chicks which

school.
Some are injected with sesame oil, others

they experiment on.
receive testosterone injections and the rest are not injected

with anything. The experiments do not harm the chicks, and
the unit is very fun for the students in the class and people in
| who enjoy playing with the baby chickens. All of

the schoo ‘
the chicks were saved from the school to the relief of the stu-
dents who were raising them and those who enjoyed playing
with them.

photo by Christine Markert

— Psalm 3:3

of my fricnds cver had to go through what we
have been through the last four weeks, but |
also know that God will never allow any experi-
ence to happen to us that He knows we cannot
handle. There is no truer statement right now
than: We arc Columbine . . .and we will survive!

3. Lastly, I thank God for His love and
protection every day of my lifc. I also thank
Him especially for giving His only Son on the
cross for my sins. Enough Said.

His Promise
One night a man dreamed
He was walking on the beach with the Lord.
While scenes from his life flashed across the sky,
He noticed two sets of footprints--
One belonging to him, the other to the Lord.
Looking back as the last scene passed by him,
He noticed that many times along the path
There was only one set of prints--
Always at his life's lowest, saddest times.
Dismayed, he asked, “Why Lord?
You promised that once | decided to follow You,
You'd with me all the way.
Why, at the troublesome times of my life,
Is there only one set of footprints?
Why, in the times | needed you most
Would You leave me?”
The Lord replied, “My precious, precious child,
I love you and I would never leave you.
During your times of trial and suffering,
When you see only one set of foolprints--
That was when I carried you."

—Anonymous

— Carly Witt

Class of 1999
I wish that nonc

“A friend loves at all times.”

Proverbs

17:17

it influcnces our lives,
As part of the

he media:

thoughts and decisions.
newspaper staff, | also have an influcnce on
people. Through the past few weeks, the
mecdia has surrounded us. 1 have Icarncd that
although something might be legal to report,
it is not nccessarily moral.

I appreciated having the media at Leawood
Elementary School on Tuesday so I could find | §
my friends, teachers and loved ones. It was
wonderful to see people on the television
that I recognized; it calmed my fears knowing
of their safety.

Although the media excelled in broadcast-
ing the happy tales of reunited loved oncs,
many media members were inconsiderate during the time of grief and
despair, Even though some media members respected the pain
Columbine students were feeling, one photographer in particular
refused to leave students in pcace when politely asked him for pri-
vacy: He commented, “This isn’t just for you, this is for the rest of
the world, too.” Later, I pondered what he said. [ appreciate the fact
that the rest of the world is scared and hurting for us, but no matter
what people say or how much they care, they won’t understand what
we are going through

On the Wednesday after the shooting, 1 went to Clement Park to
search for friends and start the healing and grieving process. When

Christine
Markert
photographer

I learncd that one of my friends had stood up for her faith, and not
made it out of the school, | broke down. I had trouble standing up
and 1 started sobbing. Immecdiately, cameras surrounded me, trying
to broadcast our sorrow and pain to the world. While I appreciate
the global concern for the community, I am pained to scc classmates
on the cover of familiar newspapers and magazines.

I have learned that to just be with people, pray for them and cry
with them is the best thing that can be done for grieving friends.
Another lesson lcarned is that if 1 do not know what somconc is
going through, I should tell them that although I don’t understand, |
do carc and I love them; it is better to be honest about ignorance
than pretend to understand an inexplicable event.

— Christine Markert
Class of 2001
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To m Soccer Rebels. . .

photo courtesy of Rebelations

to every soccer member on the
women’s varsity soccer team.
I'11 just start numerically. To
the funniest person, Ericka
Jennings, | want to say thanks
for always making me laugh
and teaching how to forget
about the bad things and just
have fun. Crystal, my little
McFly, you've always been so
nicc to me and | do appreciate
it, even though it may not
scem like it. To one of my
best friends, Angie, | look up
to you in so many ways and |
wish 1 was more like you.
Thanks for being my best
friend, my mom, and my sis-
ter, Mcre-Bear, you've always
been there when | need some-
onc to listen to me and my
problems. 1 love you and your
clothes. To my twin Jamic
Norwood and also my partner
in crime. 1 love you so much.
you arc just like me which
makes us the firends we arc
Weaver you arc also my best
fricnd and you bring out the
good in me everyday with your

To All Columbine Survivors. . .

weird ways. 1 will cherish
our firenship forever. To
Doddie, 1 didn"t really pet the
chance to play with you but
I've never scen someone with
so much speed and muscle, T.u
my poops, Erin, you are so
much fun to be around and to
play soccer with. We have so
much in common, (you know
what I mean). Sabes, the
coolest member of the Sabey
family. 1I'm so glad we got the
chance to play together and
thanks for being my warm-up
partner. I'm so glad we have
become such good friends.
Layne— my centermid, it was a
blast playing in the center
with you, I mist admit, we
worked the center very nicely
together. You have the best
penalty kicks (Stone cold
Laync Ncwton). Laura, to
think that we used to pretty
much hate onc another. I love
you and I love talking about
certain things with you, cspe-
cially talking about your long
nights with Dain. To the
coolest freshman ALIVE. It
took a lot of guts to not be
afraid of us. I think you are
the cutest and I'1l hook you up
with the “J” dawg. Howly cow,
now to Jules, I am so scared of
you and the way you tackle.
You arc such a proplayer and 1
don't know how you have the
strength of handling more

than+3 guys at once, high five
Sqooter, what can | say? I'm
sometimes nice and somelimes
mean but the recasons were
probubly because you
deseived it 1 think you arc a
great soccer player and you
have a lot going for you.
Winks, you are the coolest
sophmore, I've ever played
soccer with, even though | give
To
the player that always smiled,
Marcic.

you my looks, I love ya

You must have the
hugest heart and the best work
cffort I’ve ever scen anyone
have. you kept the defense
alives somctimcs when you
nceded to. You stepped up
and gave it your all. Now to
the coolest coach. Pete, thank
you for being cool and saving
me when times got rough. |
love you and I will never for-
get you. Davey, houw do you
understand how | feel? Thank
you for being my dad and giv-
ing me advice when | nceded
it. To everyone, I love you all
and no matter what happens on
May 18th I will never quit
blecding navy blue for cvery-
one of you.

— Shelby Vossbrink #8
Class of 1999

B

Blame not answer

Blame. It’s something we
arc all thinking about.
Who do we blame for all
that has happencd to us?

{ The obvious answer is Eric
™ and Dylan, but some peo-
ple arc not satisfies with
the most obvious answer
because the two gunmen
arc dcad. So somc people
arc blaming the parents,
the administration, vidco gamcs, and cven stu-
dents at Columbine. It doesn’t matler. I’s a
wastc of timc to be thinking about it. Blamc
causes pain and doesn’t resolve anything.

Three and a half ycars ago, my grandmother
dicd. She left my grandfather behind. My
grandfather is still bitter about her dcath. Hc's
still bitter because he wants to blame somecone or
cthing for her death. Hc has blamed himsclf.
He has blamed God.
All that he

phota courtesy of Beth Ratay

som
he has blamed the doctors.
He has cven blamed my grandmother.
heeds to do is to accept what has happencd to him
and move on with his life. Instcad he is still
dwelling on blame, and as a result is a very
unhappy person.

We don’t nced to find out who is to blame for
all of this. What all of us nccd to do is to cvalu-
ate our own lives and see what we could do bet-
ler. The way | deal with tragedy is to cvaluate
my life. | want to live life to the fullest. Blame
is not the way to live a full and happy life. We
can’t spend our lives blaming others for our mis-
fortuncs. We nced to take what we arc given and
make the best of it. Blame will not help us enjoy
our lives. Evcry person is responsible for their

own happiness.
— Beth Ratay

Class of 2000

We are Columbine. s «
We are stength, love and hope
i From lost comes found
| have tost my fellow classmates and a

accomplished this dur-

photo courtesy of Rebelations

am a survivor of

I

occurred at Columbine,

the tragedy that

and changed our lives
too quickly. Where my
name might be
unknown to many, my
feclings arc sharced
with you. We may feel
scarcd and saddened,
but together we find
Look to the
good in numerous lov-

comfort.

ing hearts as we deal

with the pain. Look to
the good form our
school as well. We

have come together in
numerous situations
1,900 strong. . .and wc
will again,

Our girls soccer
team won the league
championship a few
nights ago. They

fering.
demonstrate the
strength 1n our fellow
classmates, nothing
can. It shos that we
ing the worst of times.
Scnior Stephen Cohen
and Jon Cohen wrote
and performed a song
of hope and inspira-
tion. We listen to the
words, and know that
all will be okay.
Everyday we hear their
song across the state,
and are thankful for
the strength that they
provid so that others
may be strong. Heroes
from this sadness
emerge cveryday,
though they deny their
true heroism. People
who did not even know
those whom they saved,
fought the terror
around them to save
the lives of fellow stu-
dents. countless other
lives may have been
lost unnecessarily had
it not been for their

ing a time of great suf-
If this does not

can overcome cven dur-

goodness, and bravery.
Deny what you have
done, but we will
always know of the dif-
ference you made, and
remember you as
heroes in our hearts.
As we pray for our
loves ones lost, or
fighting a terrible bat-
tle in the hospital, we
arc together praying as
This is the
strength that everyone
We had the
opportunity to fall in

onc.
has shown.

spirit and run from the
challenges that face us,
instead we choose to go
on. Columbinec is still
our school, and we are

That

realization will pull us
through these hared

still Columbine.

times ahcad, As cach
day passes and we
rebuild more and more,
we will again show our
strength as we once
again become whole.
It’s long hours of not
knowing or under-
standing situations
like this, that tear us

down. When tens of

thousands of pcople

“time the understanding EEVen those

come together to show
their support for a
secemingly hopeless
cause, that 1s when we
know we can go on. In
will come, Togcether, as |
fellow Columbine sur-
vivors we will go on.
We will not fade into
the trenches of
despair, that is our
1,900 strong
we will again come

choice.

teacher
| have found strengthy hope and love
H We are Columbine. « «
Let us ring our name into every heart
Let them see o\(:’r love and strength
@ os
We means all of us i
t+hat are no longer gracing this
earth
With their light
We will fight!
We will win +his pattle
They will not succeed in destroying our
pride
Love and souls
We will prevail
For only WEARE COLUMBINE!!!
Your fellow Rebely

together as onc. In —Kim Blair
this time we will Class of 2000
rebuild our broken
school, and as we do,
fcllow Columbinc sur- =
% : 1 was In the cafeteria that day,
vivors, always reme- 1 watched as innocence went
ber. . . The janitor told us all to get down,
WE ARE find we did so with hardly a frown.
COLUMBINE! o For at that time, no one knew the extent
| the plan on which those two boys were bent.
And that will never They went through the school, shooting without regard.
change. Watching it on television was very hard.

— Jillian Hart 01
— Fellow Columbine
Survivor, 1999

For | had already escaped that place,
1 had fled after staring death in the face.

But | knew that some of my friends were still inside,
find | prayed that they all had someplace to hide.
Many of them got out, thirteen of them stayed,
Because of two boys on an insane raid.

To this day, I still ask myself why,

Why did innocence have to die?

—David Schulte
Class of 2002
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Yes, I go to Columbine

"Yes, T'go to Columbine,” T used to proudly say, .
“I'm on the honor roll, in sports and clubs, and in the band I play.
You have not heard of my school and all the things we do?

We learn our lessons, win our games, we are silver, we are blue.*
"Our teachers care and love our school,

{I(For teachers they're quite cool).

Our friends are short, our friends are tall,

Our friends are anyone in the hall”

"I can't believe you have not heard of Columbine
when it's such a wonderful school.”

“There is so much school spirit, and you'll see this as we show,
In bandanna, glitter and sparkly ribbon, to the games we go.”

"Why haven't you hear of us at all?

We've accomplished great and small, .
We win debates,

Send our musicians to state,

And help those to whom we don't relate.”

"Do you go to Columbine?” people now ask me,

“Were you there on that day, from which you had to flee?”
"Yes, I go to Columbine,

I'm proud this school is mine,

T only wish that you could have known it,
The way we've always known it.”

[*Our school is more than news broadcasts and pain and sorrow and hate,
Our school is a community with life and love—a special part of our state.”

Too bad they did not know our name, -
Before our woeful day of fame,

But you and I do know,

That this school to which we go,

Is full of wonderful and beautiful things,
Because of the love that the students bring. _

So to all my friends and teachers and to those I do not know,
I love you and I'm glad that to my school you go.

Students .look past April 20

Columbine, the school.that is known
for being the worst school shooting in
the history of the U.S. When Ilook in
the newspaper, | sec High School
Sadly, this
is the image that most pcople have of
our school, CHS. When I think of CHS,
I think past that Tuesday. | think of
the prom assembly that we had, the
I think of
how my friends and I walk up the

and endless
amounts of
free stuff that
will most
Massacre as the headline. likely never
usc. Everyone
has been so
supportive to
us, but they
must remem-

ber that we

classes, and the fricnds.

photo by Christine Markers

stairs on our way to yet another class.
I think of the good times in band
where we laugh and talk when we
aren’t supposed to. I think past the
tragedy and destruction to good times
at CHS. And there are good times.
When we go back to CHS, it will be
hard, but we will prevail. I want to
thank everyone who has provided us
with materials for school, blankets

arc Columbine,

and we can get through this. Keep
looking back and remembering past
that Tuesday. Let others know that we
aren’t about violence. We arc about
healing and togetherness. We will Jet
others know that we arc the best and
we will always be because we are
Columbine. — Emily Stewart

Class of 2001

Thank you for the computers!

Thanks to the help of employ-
| ees of CompUSA at Park Meadows,
Keith Ajayan, Quark XPress, Julie
Bailey and Apple Corporation.

Five loaner computers were set up
in a home and, the staff of the
‘| Courierwas able to publish the

Courieris published monthly by a

A

I

nd from now on when they ask you, I beg that you proudly say,
Yes, I go to Columbine, I cherish everyday.”

And even though our pain is strong here at Columbine,
love this blessed school for it is yours and it is mine.
—Christine Markert

Class of 2000

Computer Crazy— Newspaper
staff members, Elisa Zahn and
Crystalann Keesecker work on the
final issuc of the Courier.

photo by Christine Markert

group of students who take news-
paper as a class.

Editors and staff

members spend many hours. dur-
ing and after school editing the
paper. The Courieris distributed
to about 2,000 people.

the healing

ing others starts

1

€

H

P

day
filled of
horror,
trauma
and fear.
I know
this day
will
remain
photo by Christine Markert jn my
mind
and the minds of others of
Columbine High School for the
rest of our lives. It will forever
be remembercd as the day that
changed our lives. All of us lost
4 friend, a classmate, a teacher, a
lot of hope and our school,
undoubtedly, lost ils innocence.
In all of our minds there lies a
sca of questions, but there are
definitely three that cross my
mind the most frequently: Why
did this happen, whom can we
turn to for comfort and co.unscl-
ing and how can this horrible
cyent help others? 1 know there
are no right answers to any of
these questions, but 1 have
searched high and low for
answers and want to share what |
came up with.
Why did all of this happen?
Many people say it of ¢
|God’s pl‘an. | have to agree with’,
(his to a certain extént. |
pelieve it is part of god’s plan
for us to learn how to treat oth-
lers in a kind manner and per-
haps prevent this from happen-
ing again, but not part of his

is all part uf.v‘

plan for us to learn kindness
from this horrible, morbid and
sick way. 1 also believe He wants
us to know that any school and
community, including columbine
High School and the Columbinc
area, has the strength to come
together in times of trouble and

. need. Nobody will ever be able

to face a problem like this alone,
and should it cver arisc again,
those of us who have faced it
would become the ones to turn to
for support and counseling.

Then we find ourselves pon-
dering the question, who can we
turn to now while we are suffer-
ing. Everyonc has his or her own
personal frightening experience
and whom we turn to definitely
depends on the problem we per-
sonally face. Fortunately for me,
I found people who really cared
and who tried so hard to under-
stand what 1 was going through.

The weekend after the trauma
of April 20, 1999, I was sched-
uled to attend a leadership semi-
nar. The Hugh O'Brian Youth
(HOBY) Jcadership seminar is
held statewide every year over a
weekend and one sophomore from
every school is chosen to attend
each year. i was honored to be
representing Columbine High
School, and 1 had been looking -
Aorward to going o this ggminaj
for months, unfortunately, dtl >~
the excitement was tuken out of
attending the seminar after the
fateful Tuesday when too many
members of Columbine High
School were taken from us.

At first, | was dreading the

2306 D14 Ab1AD 15 cLikpunal

thought of leaving my friends
and family at a time of crisis,
but attending the seminar only
changed mc for the better. The
minute | arrived, in tcars of
course, pcople knew I was from
Columbine and only wanted to
help. they opened their hearts
to me and shared their love,
kindness and all the goodics
somconc like me could usc.

The person I remember most
from HOBY was Marc, a student
from Arapahoe High School.
Marc, very cheerful, funny,
smart, and overly happy, had
been at HOBY the previous year
and alrcady learncd how to be a
better leader in his school and
community. Marc and 1did not
actually meet until Saturday, two
days into the seminar. When we
began talking for the first time,
he said that he would never be
able to understand what I was
going through. I know this is
true, but God bless him for try-
ing.

Marc told me that in the last
three years, three students at his
school had committed suicide.
This scenario was different than
what | was going through, but |
think through talking to one
another and sharing what we had
learned, we could only help each
other, That bling"s'_'us‘ 1o the

‘‘final question: whom Gan we

help. £

On the final day of the semi-
nar, HOBY hugs were given our.
HOBY hugs are little notes
accompanied by a Hershey's
candy Hug. People would buy

Ltiud reditet o) az00d) odw 920di

them and then send them to the
new friends they made, wishing
them luck and telling them to
keep in touch. 1 had received
many from all the pcople I met,
but onc truly stuck out it my
mind. it was the one from Marc.

I had never expected to get a
HOBY hug from him because he
was therc as an assistant, not as
a student, but I became cxtreme-
ly delighted by the little note.
Marc had helped me so much, but
I never even thought that | could
have helped him. In my HOBY
hug note, Marc states “You really
helped me to realize how to deal
out love during every moment in
our lives.” | was so touched by
knowing I had helped someonc, |
had téars rolling down my face
by the time I finished the short
five-sentence note. 1 read the
notc every morning and cvery
night as a reminder that we can
help others even though we also
need to be helped.

This truly must have been part
of God’s plan. Teaching others
what we have Icarncd is only onc
of the small things that can be
learned from a horrible tragedy.
God knew we would turn our pain
into something good, and that is
why we are all in God’s plan.

I just want to say thank you to
Marc. ‘Thank you for helping me
understand that all of us affécted
by this tragedy can help others
to learn to love all the time, even
when there is pain in our lives.

— Elisa Zahn
Class of 2001

122a01 ca at
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P e s L

N Innocence Faded

we are stripped of what little innocence

we have left.

|rorced into an early adulthood
we resist.
lkunninq. screaming,
-gut our efforts are futile.

.50 now we stand.

ln adults.

*some of us much older.

But others as young as 14.

JAt such a young age,

IDealing with problems some adults
Don’t even have to face.

WAll of our illusions gone.

Iwe are left with our tears,

*Anger,

Depression,

iAnxiety,

JAnd fear.

Now to look at the world

«Through different eyes.

l‘rroubled eyes.

'Scared eyes.

But when all these emotions fade. . .
e move on.

.There is only one thing to do. . .

I Forgive.

bt ¢ ¢ ¢

and hiding our eyes.

iA life shaping experience

— Monica M. schusterl
Class of 2ooo_i

photo by Christine

Markert

Prayer Time— CHS' Bible club met at 6:30
am for worship and 7:00 am for Bible study

pray for the school and any other issues

throughout the year. Because sponsor Tom
Tonelli will be leaving the school for one
year, teacher Ivory Moore will sponsor the
club next year. The leaders for next year
g' are Seniors Jon Cohen and Caitlin Whitney
w and Juniors Peter Henderson and Hannah
Sheely.

*Pictured above: Sophomore Peter Henderson and Senior

rticipate in prayer, fellowship

Steve Cohen laugh together al one of the exira activities.

Student

on Thursday mornings. A prayer session was
also held everyday at 7:10 am for students to

The group also has parties and fun activities

photo by Christine Markert

y hecad wasn’t
Mrcudy to receive
August when it came.
Getting out of the
planc after more than
twenty-four
flying,
Christine,

hours

Mary,
Michelle,
and Carly were wait-
ing for me at the air-
port. In their hands
were a lot of balloons
and a teddy bear with
a note:
Colorado!

I didn’t know them
and fortunately, they
didn’t know me cither,

Welcome to

because | was cvery-
thing but
My hcad was cvery-
where but in Earth.

My -past life
Spain left me a lot of
pain and a
smaller
wisdom live with.
“I’Il never make it
here for ten months,” |

a person.

in

much
amount of

to

cried as a baby every-
day, since | wokc up
until Iwent to bed.
It’s really difficult
to explain the way the
Markerts have made

me feel this time
together. It would be
impossible to find

beautiful
enough to tell what my
life
since they decided to

words

has turned in
have me as a new mem-
ber of their family.
Everyday was a
working time to get to
know cach other bet-
They tricd to do

things

ter
with me and
take me places, all to
get my head out of my
constant crying. We
all cxhausted
because my English

were

was really poor and |
wasn’t able to commu-
nicate with anyone
Waking up
morning and getting
ready to go to school
with the girls
being a wonderful
thing and a learning

cvery

was

cxpericnce thanks to
both of my sisters.
Christine
Michelle taught me to
sce the beauty of the
shining the
of a flower

and

sun in
morning,
blooming in the back
yard, of a smile and a
hug when you are sad
and crying thinking
that, you don't
anydnc to
Then they are leading
the light and
helping me to
darkness behind.
Laughter filled our
days. Making fun of

have
lcan on
me to

leave

ourselves, singing and
getting cxcited talk-
ing in Spanish. Both
of them have been my

sister and no one
could change that my
family grew bigger
forever.

Bob has been more
than my dad. He's
been my best friend

sincc the first day |

got to talk to him. He
trusted mec and |
trusted him. He's

been supporting me in
every single decision
I’'ve made in my life,
and he's helped me
with his own cxpcri-

ences in life. He has
been rcally sincere
with me. I really

appreciate it.

Finally, my mom.

Mary and mc didn’t
connect very well at
the beginning, proba-
bly because I wasn't
rcally open to ncw
people, and |
scarcd for her to get to

was

an awful
person | She's
been treating me just
like onc of her girls,
taking care of every
single thing and situ-
ation I've had to go
through. She suffered
as much as I did, and
maybe morc.

know what
was

I really wish to
cxpress the happincss
they brought into my
lifc. Now I look back
to August and 1 have
to thank them a mil-

lion of times for mak-

ing a person out of the
monster 1 was before.
I wouldn’t be alive if

they wouldn’t have
takcn me in their fam-
ily. lLonly would have
liked
good as they have been
I still have a

to be closec as

with me.
lot to learn, but no onc
could cver tcach mc
all these things they
taught me. There is no
fortunc big cnough to
pay them for all the
happiness they put in
my hcart.

1 would also like to
thank some pcoplc for
making my experience
a wondcrful part of my
lifc. For giving me
sccurity and truly
smile cvery morning
Pcople who shaped me
for the rest of my life.
Thanks from the bot-
tom of my heart to
Mrs. Hoffman, Scnora
Birch-Sterling,
Slater, Mr.
and Mrs. Asbury.

In two weceks tcars

Sara
Pctcrson,

are going to visit my

facc. 1'll go back to
the airport as a new
and much better
human than when |
came, but with a

painful feeling in my
brcast becausc Thave
to leave all of those
who put a ncw fantas-
tic piece in the puzzle

of my soul.

— Maria Torrejon
Class of 2000

Emotions have run the gauntlet over the past month

It was the best of times, it was
the worst of times, and cven though
most of us have never read the
book, we identify all too much with
the meaning.

I have attended Columbine for
all four years of my high school
I have met some of the
nicest people and best friends that

career,

I have ever had, and | cannot artic-
ulate my respect and appreciation
for my caring teachers. However,
my emotions have stretched beyond
a healthy spectrum in the last
month,

On one side, I am emotionally
torn apart by what has happened.
Never would | imagine, nor could I,
that my friends, peers and teach-
crs could be taken from the world
50 abruptly and violently. I cannot
remember one night since April 20
that I have gone to bed at a normal
time and slept without trouble. 1
get scared when | am alone in the
dark, when I sce a strange new
shape out of the corner of my eyes
and when | think | sce someone
that, unfortunately, is no longer _

with me.

Also unfortunate is the presence
of detrimental repercussions of
this cvent.
start paying lawyers to legally
prove who is to blame, and hope-
fully receive closure therein. And
thosc who have no person to sue
still find it within themselves to
find somconc, anyonc, to take the

Familics and groups

blame and make scnse of a sense-
less tragedy.

For Newt Gingrich to ignorantly
blame decades of liberal politics
for something so unrelated, all to
further his personal agenda, we
have more moral problems to con-
sider than liberalism. To breed
and nurture the hatred that causes
similar tragedics on a regular
basis, no matter where the focus of
that hatred, is harmful as well.
Socicty and the Columbine commu-
nity arc certainly no better off
with hatred, allegations, blame and
ignorance than they would be with-
out any attention whatsoever.

Standing on the hill across from

_those who_choose to further hurt

the community are the acts of
kindnecss and true caring that
somchow drive me to continue, day
by day.

Of course Columbine is not and
will ncver be perfect, nor homoge-
neous, but that is not to say that
there have not been improvements.
I am closer to my friends than |
have cver been at Columbine. |
respect my friends, | love my
fricnds, 1 appreciate the impact
that they have on my life so that if
some day they too arc taken from
me, | will have already let them
know how they impact my life.

Also important are the little
acts of kindness which warm our
hearts. | believe that we all feel a
little better when we are greeted at
school with a bag of things or some
flowers. It cannot make us forget,
but it can help us heal and trust
again.

I think one could even argue that
this is probably the best time in
recent history when it comes to the
unity of our nation. Between the
thousands of cards and posters

that cover Chatfield with wishes of
hopc and all of
the constant
thoughts from
other
Amcricans, | do
not remember
another time of

such love and
considcration
from the entire country.

So, as many of us return to
Columbine next year, others move
on from their scnior ycar, and
some choose to change schools, we
have a common link that shows two
peculiar faces. We have to triumph
over the pain, viciousness, hatred
and blame arising from different
aspects of socicty; but we all know
that Columbine is stronger than
this, and with the help of those
who care, we are all know stronger
than anything that we will face in
the future.

— Ross Lambert
Class of 1999
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