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I onorable David J. Thomas
I+ Judlicial Districl Altorney
500 Jefferson County Parkway
Golden, CO 8(M01-6020

Dear Dave:

‘I'hanks for contacting me about the proposed psychiatric review project to be conducted
on Fric FHarris and Dylan Klebold, the killers in the Columbine I igh School tragedy. I
am pleased Lo supporl this intriguing concept as a means to help implement the
recommendations of the Governor’s Columbina Review Commission.

As you know, the Commission’s goal was Lo understand some of the factors thal may
have contributed to Columbine, and to recommonid reforms that might help lo avoid
future tragedies. A key recommendation of the Commission's final report was to
develop threat-assessment syslems that schools and lanlr en forcc::nent can use lo predict
and prevent putvnlial violence by students. The F‘S}’Chlillﬂc review project you describe
could be very helpful in this regard, and lo increasing our general understanding of the

causes of vialence among our young
I understand from your letter, and from [ollow-up cm"wc.'rsaﬁons bctwem} project o
participants and my office, that the proje_‘:t’ s purpase is lo co:ulu.cl: a cletailed psychiatric
examination of the wo parpetrators. This “forensic aulopsy” will seck not only to better
understand some of Lthe specific psycholugical factors that may have contribuled to

but to isolate potential behaviors (hat might

Harris' and Klebold's murderous rnpuage,
Such information could be valuable in

gencrally be precursors Lo youlh vialence.
developing the student threat-nssessment methodologics and systems thal the

Commission’s report recommends.

people.

ot moves [orward and let me or my chicf counsel,

Please keep me informed as the proj
IThanks again and best regards.

'I'ray liid, know if we can be of assistance.

Bill Owens
Guvernor

Ce:  Honorable William H, Uickson



