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It restores sex drive.
It boosts muscle mass.
And soon you can get it

as a gel. But it also
can be dangerous.

Is the edge worth it?




More and more schools
are trying to spot the
potential killers in their
midst. But what about
the innocents?
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The sketch, from the hang of an
eight-year-old with a penchant for
nasty temper tantrums, was drawn
only days after asix-year-old in Mighj.
gan fatally shot a classmate, gq school
officials decided to be on the safe side.
They brought the drawing to the atten-
fion of Gary Underwood, chief of police for
te City’s public schools, who ran the
ild's case through the department’s
new computer “threat-assessment”
program, called Mosaic-2000. With
a battery of 42 questions—Is the
student harassed by peers? Has
the student recently experi-
enced rejection?—Mosaic pur-
ports to calculate rough odds
on whether a child will turn
violent.

Long used by law-enforce-
ment and government agencies to
examine threats made against their
personnel, Mosaic software is now being
field-tested in about 20 public school districts
from Jonesboro, Ark, to Los Angeles to
Salem, Ore. In its assessment of the stick-
figure artist, the program suggested that the
boy shared several traits with past violent
offenders and guided the school to put him
in counseling and under close watch. “When
< those kids walked into Columbine with
: bombs, no one was expecting it,” says Under-
< wood. “We're now on alert if this child comes
¢ into school with a bulge in his pocket.”

. This is the level of vigilance in the
: American public school a year after
- Columbine. On average, it may be a safer
; place than ever—the number of school-
: associated violent deaths dropped 40%
¢ from 1997 through 1999—but it feels scari-
¢ er with each new well-publicized shooting
_and threat. In the year since the Colum-
: bine massacre, understandably nervous
- school officials have cycled through a series
: of responses, from lock-down drills to see-
.+ through knapsacks, with the impulsiveness
| of seventh-graders buying the boy-band
& CDof the moment.
- Now, though, administrators
are quietly shifting their
% sights from metal detec-
_ tors to “mental detec-
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prone kids before they act by compar-

ing them to those who have already
snapped. Investigators from Columbine
and Jonesboro have tutored administrators
across the U.S. on the telltale signs that in
their cases went tragically undetected or
unheeded. The FB1, which last fall circulat-
ed a 20-point “offender profile” culled from
common characteristics of school shooters,
will release a report on the topic next
month. And the Secret Service, at work on Support for the trouble-spotting ap-
its own study, is interviewing school shoot- | proach is growing. Proponents contend it
ers to see what makes them tick—and | has systematically helped nail would-be

then explode.

Along with its findings, the Secret Ser-
vice plans to give schools an instructional
video and a set of probative questions. In
addition, numerous questionnaires and
checklists are being sold by private firms or
drawn up by school officials themselves.
One screening test for students is titled
simply “Questions for Killers.”
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director of the American Civil | iberties
ront and center in the debate is the
controversial Mosaic-2000 program. Its
creator, Gavin de Becker, 45. a Holly-
wood security consultant and author of the
best-selling self-help book The Gift of
Fear, works out of a windowless Los An-
geles office festooned with gushing thanks
from the likes of Goldie Hawn, Robert
Redford—and the cia. This last client
speaks to de Becker’s lesser-known line
of work. For the past decade he has dis-
pensed “artificial-intuition” software to
police departments, Governors and even
the U.S. Supreme Court. The programs
rank numerically the danger posed by
celebrity stalkers, angry employees or po-
tential assassins by comparing their actions
to those of known offenders.
A similar logic drives the new school-
house version of Mosaic. First, a child acts
in a manner considered threatening—he
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enforcement and 0ducatjon
officials. (Sample queries:
What is the student’s (!e-
meanor toward authority
figures? Has there recently
been media attention to
school shootings or other
acts of violence? What s the

tion?) If the responses seem
particularly troubling, a
“trigger text” immediately
pops up, prompting offi-
cials to contact law-en-
forcement or mental-health
professionals. At the end of
the exercise, the program
computes whether the stu-
dent has “few,” “several” or :
“some” factors in common with' wol_ent
perpetrators and a detailed report is print-
ed out,

“Schools are doing all this same ;tuijf
anyway, but they’re doing it willy-nilly,
says de Becker. “Mosaic will give them the
participation of experts in those high-stakes
decisions.” Those experts, however, remain
a fiercely divided bunch. While some main-

RON HOLTZ FOR TIME
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tain that school shootings are simply g
rare for sound comparisons to be dray,
others who have studied the case historjs
have found that the shooters share mg,
key traits. “There’s no one set of charaete:
istics that can be ascribed to these shooters”
cautions Bryan
Vossekuil, who
is leading the

with their kids about this sub- past few
THEPERCEPTION GAP  |iisisssmwcs ol i
more such talks. One reason violence has
YEAR AFTER COLUMBINE, | teens say they have witnessed | may be that most parents en- increased, decreased or
parents and teenagers a violent situation at school, courage kids to stand up for stayed about the same?
hold strikingly different | while only 8% of parents themselves, while most kids TEENS Fhiks
views on the problem of | think that’s the case. About are worried about the possible Increased. ... 70%.  59%
youth violence, accordingtoa | half of teens in the poll say violent consequences. Two- Decreased ... 7% . 1%
new poll by TIME and the Dis- | they have been insulted or thirds of parents believe it is Stayed about
covery Channel in conjunc- threatened in the past year, nearly impossible for teens to esame ....23%. . 40%
tion with the National Cam- but only 22% of parents be- walk away from an angry con- C oot ane
ign Against Youth Violence. | lieve their kids have experi- frontation without being o G :
% teens feel very safe enced that type of situation. teased, but only 37% of teens VA chool.:::::;? o:’ :
from violence in schools today While 8 in 10 parents say agree. Both parents and teens ' violent deaths 3
(33%) than shortly after the they have talked with their believe that youth violence has ' 50 '
Columbine killings a year ago | kids about ways to protect increased in recent years, even Sy s
(42% in a similar poll). But themselves from violence, though school—re]qted violent T ;
more parents believe that only 6 in 10 kids remember deaths have been in decline, H :
teens % safe in school today | having such conversations. Extensive news coverage of e :
(45%) than felt that way last And while about h?éf t«;;l?ar- ?c}]:)hd shgoﬁngs n;lgy account : 10 3
i i cou more or this misperception. ™ b0 ’
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Secret Service’s ongoing study. Perhaps the

agency’s most interestjng ﬁnding S0 far ig
that the shooters rarely made public threats,
Instead, they tended to confide their inten-
tions to a few select peers,

There are more Specific challenges to
Mosaic’s pedigree. The U S, Marshals Ser-

A. police department may

: of Mosaic, but
many bsychologists insist it has not been
Tough a proper scholarly review, Mike

Fur_long,. a psychologist at the University of
California at Santa Barbara, recently test-
rove the Mosaic-2000 program and con-

America’s schools to create an open ex;})]elc'll-

ment.” De Becker says his mgthod is sched-

nled to undergo two academic evaluations.
Many civil libertarians have a more

j pressing concern, They fear the program
will single out or profile students 'wh() are
imply maladjusted but not menacing. And
because schools use Mosaic to study kids
without their knowledge, they may never

know they are under suspicion. De Becker
says Mosaic is not used for what he calls
“the p word”—profiling—but rather for
“threat assessment.” Students, he says, are
not examined unless they single them-
selves out by making a threat. But in to-
day’s anxious classrooms, threats are often
defined broadly. Phyllis Hodges, an assis-
tant principal at Chicago’s Von Steuben
High School, used the program to examine
a student who was constantly picked on by
peers for being effeminate. He had made
disturbing comments in the past—for ex-
ample, he vowed he would hurt class-
mates—yet his offense this time was less
clear-cut. He refused to hand in a test after
his teacher called time. A run of his particu-
lars through the Mosaic program indicated
there was no immediate cause for concern.
Better that result, de Becker contends,
than the more haphazard approach of a
school district like Granite City, IIL., which
has hand-crafted its own profiling policy.
Students who exhibit certain risky behav-
iors—cursing, mood swings, writing about
“the dark side of life”—can face expulsion

cluded, “This s just a private firm asking

or worse. In December, teachers in Gran-
ite City found a note by a student promis-
ing to “settle some scores.” He was read his

Do you fee] safe Whata.rethemostim ortan ; ‘.“.....z:]
= ‘I’;Olenoe = o reducing yoyg, violrc:nce l: o Which one of the WIf
: TEENS | out of schools? sStinand, | ¢ OWing groupg ut you or your teenager hag an idea
Veysate. 33% | accorniy o you thi were not completely sure, that
SRk G TO TEENS you think another student might -
= - More counsefing Services in schog) 159% Wwould have the violent, whom o 1d 0 something
mmﬁf&‘ e Teaching people Rottohaten L e i 14% gTeat.est impact on Sy ORtalle
atall...5% ootodne programe’. S B B U 11% In the effort Ateacher .. ;e;::» =
Morepoliceinschools.............::'10% Foreduceviolence Aparent_'””.“::::--ls% ........ 3%
More afterschoo| programs |1 10% | schools? A guidance counselor . . . : :16% ....... 6:::
ACCORDING TO PARENTS :sggit:r/]s T;I;l:: i0ohess s A 59%I l..B%
More counseling services in school 26 e
. ~CINE services in school . , ., . % | Celebrities . . . . . 19% i
Better identification of emotional Media .. 13% .Hll)o(.)sty i(i:: ag‘re%lo s dlsagree that jt is
Probltfms A e s iy 20% | Support groups .139%, angry scer? ossfthe L walk. away from an
Teaching Peoplenottohate . . .14% | Teachers ang teased f, 2 9W1 Ut ﬁghtmg and not be
Getting drugs out of schools . ... ... 12% | school officials .. % b Teens Pare
More recreational opportunities SUongly Aree, . o 13% ... .53n;:
foryids' | T e S Fir o eI 10% | Parents/ PARENTS | Somewhat Agree,, . 24% .. a 129%
guardians . ., _ . 68% | Somewhat disagree .. . 24 aTs 15%
EDo you agree or disagree that by the Support groups ., 7% | Strongly disagree..., . . 35% ...... :13%
time students with emotional and E:z;ffff?;:ls 6% ID\
behavioral problems are 16 or 17,itistoo | oo e e o you think the way the megis
haile i change their behaviop? i . o Portray violence js o major factor jp
TEENS PARENTS Relfglol;s. .... ‘ g vty olancg?
Agee.,. =T Syl Al el T organizations . , .. 29 Yos T;:N; PARSE:: TEENS PARENTS
Disagree . ..., e +80%.,,.., .38% : : No..60%....419%
From a Discovery Channel/TME poll of 400 American teeniagers 14 to 17, 400 parents of teenagers and 200 adults
wwmmmmumlmmby&m Schoen & Berland

% |




